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Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church
4000 Clayton Road
Concord, CA 94521
925-682-8410
gsconcord.com

Regular Worship Schedule:
8:30 a.m. Traditional
11:00 a.m. Contemporary

A Message from Pastor Jeremy Serrano

“!' The gifts God gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets,
some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, '* to equip the saints for the
work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ.” (Ephesians 4:11-12,
NRSV)

It’s my calling as a pastor to help you discover those ways in which you
have been equipped by God to serve the church and the world. | think
often people misunderstand and think the pastor’s responsibility is to be
the main person doing ministry. The pastor’s goal, my calling, is to train
and encourage you to do ministry and for us to work side by side. To do
that, we must get to know each other.

| want to learn about your lives, your passions, your joys and sorrows.
And | am eager for you to you to be acquainted with me. | am excited
that you have invited me in to be the Body of Christ with you at Good
Shepherd. | look forward to my first month with you in our adventure in
being the church together.

To help me know you better, during the month of November | will be
having what | am calling “Coffee with the Rev.” On Friday Nov 7, 14,
and 21, | will be holding part of my office hours (10:30AM-12:30PM) at
Starbucks in the Dana Plaza shopping center. | will be scheduling half
hour slots for you to meet with me and talk about anything you want.
Please email me if you are interested in sharing a cup of joe and a good
conversation. | look forward to spending time with you. If these times
don’t work for you, but you are interested in getting together, please
email me and we can work out something else.

Additionally, if you are interested in just stopping by the church, | will be
in the office Tuesdays through Friday. But, because ministry SHOULD be
happening outside the church building there will be times when | am not
in the office. | might be in the sanctuary praying, making hospital/home
visits, picking up my children, running church related errands, or working
on my sermons, so it’s safest to call the office and let me know you are
coming down. | don’t want to miss a chance to visit with you.

Continued on page 2
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Continued from Page |
There are two events in November for which | will not be in the office.

The first is for First Call Theological Education. This is a three year program of theological and pastoral
education implemented to assist newly called leaders as they transition to rostered ministry. This is a
required program for all first call pastors in the ELCA. This time it will be in Salt Lake City from
November 11-13, 2014.

The second is an event that my family has been planning for some time. We will be having a family reunion in
Phoenix, Arizona, the week of Thanksgiving. | will be out of the office November 24-28.

If you need me during this time, please email me or leave a message with the church office and Laura will get
a hold of me. My church email is: Rev@gsconcord.com.

The verses above from the book of Ephesians remind us that there is unity in the Body of Christ. But, unity
shouldn’t be mistaken for uniformity. As a baptized part of God’s house you have been given special gifts,
skills, talents, and insights that are uniquely yours for the building up of the rest of the church. As we get to
know each other, let us remember that Christ is our mutual foundation on whom all our hope rests.

Peace, Pastor Jeremy Serrano

By the grace of God
with the Calling of God’s People

Jeremy Pablo Serrano

will be ordained into the
Ministry of Word and Sacrament
in Christ’s one, holy, catholic, and apostolic church

Your prayers and presence are requested.

Saturday, December 13, 2014
at10:30 am
Christ Lutheran Church

4761 Cass Street
Pacific Beach, CA 92109

Lunch reception to follow
RSVP to Jessica Serrano
619-920-6404

jessicanserrano@gmail.com

Clergy are invited to process.
The liturgical color is red.

Jeremy has been called to serve as the pastor at
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Concord, CA.
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October was one terrific month! We began with our Call Committee hosting a Meet and Greet Brunch with
Jeremy Serrano and his family on October 5% to our Congregational Meeting on October 12" when we
extended a call to Jeremy. We are on our way!

If you did not have a chance to meet Jeremy in October you will want to mark your calendar for Sunday,
November 9™ as Jeremy will be in the pulpit. | cannot wait! You will want to meet and greet “The Rev.”
We are planning a welcome cake and coffee on November 9" for Pastor Jeremy between services.

As of now Jeremy is planning to be ordained at his home church in San Diego the weekend of
December 13-14. After that time we will be in a position for Jeremy’s installation here at Good Shepherd.
Jeremy will coordinate the date.

We want to thank Rowena Henry for all of her time and talent she has given us during this interim period.
We appreciate all that Rowena has done while she has been with us. To recognize Rowena’s service we will
have a cake and coffee on her last day with us, Sunday, November 2. Please come to one of the services and
to the coffee/cake time and thank Rowena personally.

| would like to thank John Mott and Betty Jacobson for attending the October | I™ Synod Budget meeting.
Thank you.

We received a generous contribution from the Sierra Pacific Synod Women of the ELCA who held their
biennial service retreat here at Good Shepherd on Saturday, October | 1.

Friends Feeding Friends continues their work preparing meals at the shelter on the third Saturday of the
month. Elsewhere in this Newsletter you will find a “Thank You” to Friends Feeding Friends from Contra
Costa Health Services Homeless Program.

Please remember that Sunday, November |6, is Commitment Sunday, the date we return our Stewardship
commitments of Time, Talent and Treasure for next year. | hope you have picked up or received your
packet. There are a number of opportunities to serve: lector, communion assistant, etc.: Please mark your
Time, Talent and Treasure cards and take advantage of the many opportunities to serve Good Shepherd.

The Nominating Committee has approached several members to serve on next year’s Council. If you have a
desire to service on Council and to represent one of the committees, please contact one of the members of

the Executive Committee or so indicate on your Time and Talent card.

We have begun a process requiring organizations that use our facility to complete a checklist when leaving
Good Shepherd. We want to insure all of the doors are locked, water turned off, etc.

See you on Sunday, November 2, for our “Thank you” to Rowena Henry and Sunday, November 9, as we
welcome Pastor Jeremy Serrano to Good Shepherd.

Herb
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ON HUMMINGBIRD WINGS - Our November Book Club Selection.

“On Hummingbird Wings” by Lauraine Snelling is a delightful and thought-provoking novel. Barnes
and Noble’s review says, “Aged parents or adults caring for aging parents will find hospitable reading in this
gentle fiction about a mother passively waiting for death and the corporate executive daughter who comes
to rescue her—and gets rescued herself. On Hummingbird Wings delivers its soulful message with a
lightness suggested by its title. A family tale we can all understand.” Some of you may remember Lauraine.
Back when she lived in Martinez, she spoke at several events here at Good Shepherd.

Be with us on November 4 at 7:30 pm in the Fireside Room when we will discuss this amazing book.
Haven’t been yet, but thinking about it? Read the book and come to the meeting! It’s just that simple. No
forms to sign, no secret handshake to learn. Just love books and enjoy talking about them with like-minded
people. Questions? Contact Donna Albrecht at donna@albrechts.com.

RUTH CIRCLE BIBLE STUDY

Ruth Circle will meet on Thursday, November 13, at 10:00 a.m. in
Fellowship Hall. There will be light refreshments followed by Bible study in
the Fireside Room. We will continue this year's study of Transformation and
Conversion with the Exodus deliverance from Egypt. God sent signs to both
Pharaoh and Moses/Israelites. Both were hesitant to respond. This Biblical
account helps us to understand that growth in Christian faith often takes time.

| GOOD SHEPHERD INCOME STATEMENT |
| AS OF SEPTEMBER 30 , 2014 |

ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

INCOME:

Pledges $103,592 $103,915 ($323)

Unpledged 18,518 21,687 (3,169)

Other (Tower, Rent, etc.) 88,658 89,795 (1,137)
TOTAL INCOME 210,768 215,397 (4,629)
LESS TOTAL EXPENSES (184,661) $ 1,350 (29,386)
NET INCOME $ 26,107/ $ 1,350 | $ (24,757)

THANK YOU FOR YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT.

The Finance Committee has requested that

contribution statements not be sent for the 3rd Quarter.
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A MESSAGE FROM DIACONAL MINISTER ROWENA HENRY

"To all the saints at Good Shepherd." | give thanks for all of you as you continue your journey of faith.

| give thanks for you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, "because of your
sharing in the gospel from the first day until now." | thank you for the privilege of serving with you as you
await the next chapter of your calling. For | am confident of this, that the one who began a good work
among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ." You are blessed to be a blessing.

Peace be with you all.

In Christ's love and service,
Rowena Henry, Diaconal Minister

You are condially invited to the Good Shepherd Thanksgiving Dinner,
S'Ww@wg, November 23, af. 5:00 pm-

The Fellowship Committee is planning our traditional GS Thanksgiving Dinner to be held on
Sunday Evening, November 23, at 5:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. All are welcome!
Our menu will be a traditional Thanksgiving dinner, including turkey, dressing,
mashed potatoes, gravy, plus all of the trimmings! Mark your calendar and join us.

Please sign-up in the Narthex. We need to know how many will attend.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!!
We need turkey donations and help cooking.
If you can help, please contact Emilie Patton at eeyoreishappy@hotmail.com

FELLOWSHIP WINTER EVENT PLANNING MEETING

We will have a meeting to plan for the GSLC Thanksgiving dinner and other Winter events
on Saturday, November 8, at 10:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall.
Anyone who would like to help is encouraged to attend.

WORLD COMMUNITY DAY ~ NOVEMBER 7, 2014
Depression: It’s not what God wants for you!

Members of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church are cordially invited to attend World Community Day on
Friday, November 7, 2014, at Grace Presbyterian Church, 2100 Tice Valley Blvd., Walnut Creek. The theme
for this year will be Depression: It's not what God wants for you!

Mental health problems affect people all around the globe, not just here in our community. Church Women
United feels that the issue of mental health should no longer be swept under the rug, but be given open and
honest attention. Our speaker will be from the Contra Costa Crisis Center.

Join us for Coffee Fellowship at 9:30 a.m., Meeting and Program at 10:00 a.m.
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Novenber
Bitldays

Karen Vetterli 05
Erika Berg 06
Christopher Chaplin 06
Ron Figueroa 07
Everett Roza 07
Alexander Bohling 09
Jessica Olmedo 09
Wendy Pritchard 09
Laura Carlson 10
Daniel Johnson 13
Geralyn Koehler 14
Jon Moss |7
J.R. Oehninger 19
Ruth Lee 20
Sharon Peterson 23

Woayne Sarchett 25
Heidi Moss 27
Zachary Hein-Silva 28

Joanne Erickson 29

September 2014 - Council Meeting Notes

Minutes of Council Meeting of October 7, 2014
The meeting was called to order by President Herb Yonge at 7 pm.
Devotions were led by Emilie Patton.

Present Council Members: Herb Yonge, Donna Albrecht, Nils Anderson,
Mark Deniston, Jon Moss, Leone McCullough and Emilie Patton.

Absent Council Members: Greg Buchholz and Vicki Smiglewski.
Guests: Laura Mott and Jeremy Serrano.

Recognitions were given to Emilie Patton for her heart-felt Temple Talk,
Laura Mott for doing the Minutes for the September Council meeting, for
Rev. Jeremy Serrano for graciously coming to the meeting even though his
call will not be voted on until October 12, 2014, the Call Committee for
hosting the Meet & Greet potluck where congregational members could
meet Rev. Jeremy, and the Call Committee for all their hard work that led
to bringing Jeremy to our congregation. Richard Hertless was recognized
for cleaning the carpets in Fellowship Hall.

Correspondence has been received from the Synod office about a special
Synod assembly on October I |. Our congregation will send Betty Jacobson
as substitute lay female and John Mott as lay male attendees.

Congregational Meeting has been called for Sunday, October 12, 2014
for the sole purposes of having the congregation vote on Calling Rev.
Jeremy Serrano and approving his compensation. Mark Deniston and Susan
Metzger will be counters/tellers. Bishop Mark Holmerud will preside at the
regular worship service and Deaconess Rowena Henry will preach.

Long Range and Property Committees reports were given by Jon Moss. The
committee has arranged to remove trees along the upper property line and
a work party is scheduled for October 25 to complete the project. Progress
is being made to acquire and install better signage on the campus. He also
noted that the paving in the parking lot is deteriorating and will need
attention soon.

Leone moved we budget approximately $22,000 to update the lights over
the altar area in the sanctuary, msc.

Council Meeting Notes continued on next page

(A complete copy of the October Minutes is posted in the Narthex.)
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Council Meeting Notes continued from Page 6

Neovenber
Pr. Jeremy noted that if he is called by the congregation, he will start on
November 3 and will lead his first worship service with us on November INNNAGNARA
9. His other schedule notes include being gone November | 1-13 for First A
Call Theological Education, Thanksgiving week for family commitments,
and he will be here the Sundays before and after his December 13 Richard and Geralyn Koehler
ordination at his home church in San Diego. November 10, 1990
Respectfully Submitted, Joe and Faye Yarbrough
Donna Albrecht, Council Secretary November 22, 1953

Woayne and Marilyn Sarchett
November 28, 1959

Thanks from

Soctal Minisery: "November 30, 1958

On behalf of the students who
received your generous

donations of school supplies, S
Thank You! 7Z _JQx

Because of you, Friends
Feeding Friends was able to
distribute much needed school
supplies to students in need.

e

Help Our Turkey Lose All His Feathers Before Thanksgiving!

Pluck a feather in the narthex, attach a grocery gift card and bring the
card and feather to the church office during the week. This year we are
asking for smaller denomination gift cards. For example, instead of 1 gift
card for 5100, we would prefer 5 gift cards for 520 each. This will allow
us to help many more people.

If you have any questions, please call Linda Rodemsky or Dana Deniston.
Friends Feeding Friends will distribute the gift cards with Thanksgiving
groceries to those in need. This year we are requesting gift cards in e
smaller denominations so we can help more families. Thank you! :'\g
Questions: Contact Dana Deniston, Linda Rodemsky or
friendsfeedingfriends@yahoo.com

» PP Sock It To 'Em With a Sweet Twist

We are collecting Halloween candy and socks/mittens/beanie donations for the next couple of months to
distribute in the care packages at the December Friends Feeding Friends lunch at the North Concord
Shelter. As always, we welcome your support and donations! Place donations in the FFF box in the narthex
or in the church office.
We also will wrap the packages in mid-December to prepare for distribution at the December
Friends Feeding Friends lunch. If you have any questions please contact
Dana Deniston (925)768-9087 or Linda Rodemsky.(925)864-9266.
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FREE o=y
THANKSGIVING
DINNER

| =
Prepared Especially for You!
When:

Thanksgiving Day November 27, 2014
Time: 11:30 am to 2:30 pm
Where: First Lutheran Church

4000 Concord Blvd., Concord

Giving Thanks at Thanksgiving
Sponsored by several Contra Costa Churches

Giving Thanks at Thanksgiving is seeking: New crew socks (all sizes), New or gently used
need help keeping warm.

blankets, sleeping bags, Coats (all sizes), Gloves, and sample size toiletries to share with people who

NEEDED: SOCKS, BLANKETS, SLEEPING BAGS, COATS & GLOVES

These items will be distributed at the “Giving Thanks at Thanksgiving” dinner offered at First
Lutheran Church on Thanksgiving Day. Monetary donations to offset food costs are welcome!

First Lutheran Church, 4000 Concord Blvd., Concord. Thank you for helping us help others!
Questions: 925-270-0984

Friends Feeding Friends Receives an EFSP Grant

i

Friends Feeding Friends is pleased to announce they have been awarded an EFSP Grant for $1,100. The funds were
released from federal funds and will be used to purchase food through the food bank; which means we do not see a
check flow in. This grant is a huge blessing that will enable Friends Feeding Friends to distribute more food.
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Friends Feeding Friends

An outreach ministry that serves the needy in our county

Saral‘n Jean’s
Dream at age 4 —
“So PeoPlc who are

rea”g )‘rungrg

have food.”

o~
< Zar

Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church
4000 Clayton Road
Concord, CA 94521
682-8410

Located east of the
Salvation Army
church between
West Street and
Mendocino Avenue
Concord, CA

Loaves & Fishes
catering kitchen:
510 Garcia, Suite H
Pittsburg, CA

Highlights for the past month:

539 Grocery/Food bags distributed

102 Hot Meals provided
25 People helped with household furnishings
11 Churches helped FFF
10 Shelters/Agencies referred clients to FFF

Special thanks to all of you who donated cleaning supplies,
washcloths, toilet paper and paper towels. These items are dis-
tributed to those transitioning into housing for the first time.
Frequently, every cent they have goes into their security deposit
or first month’s rent, leaving little or nothing for food and basic
essentials. Your donations mean so much to them, thank you!!

FFF is preparing for Thanksgiving. Once again, we plan to
distribute Thanksgiving grocery boxes. We would appreciate any
donations for this project. In addition, we are requesting small
denomination grocery gift cards ($25 or less) to help our needy
friends buy a turkey or fresh ingredients for their Thanksgiving
meal. Please mark your donations “FFF” so they are not con-
fused with other projects.

On Nov.14, we will welcome back Ameriprise Financial for their
National Day of Service. They will prepare a hot meal and will
serve at the shelter. We look forward to this event. Thank you
Ameriprise!!!

Next FFF Lunch: November 15, 2014. 9:30 at Good
Shepherd to prep, 12:00 noon at the shelter (2047 Arnold
Industrial Way, Concord) to serve. All are welcome!!

Items needed this month:

e Twin, full or queen size beds (free of stains please)
e Bar Soap

e Small dining tables and chairs

e Recliners or chairs

e Lamps

Have questions, want to help or know of someone needing help?
Contact Dana (925)768-9087 or Linda (925)864-9266 or email
us at friendsfeedingfriends@yahoo.com or
friendsfeedingfriendsca@gmail.com

Forwe are
God’s
workmanship
created in
Christ Jesus
to do gooc{
works, which
God prepared
in advance for
us to do.

Ephesians
2:10

The North
Concord
Shelter:

2047 Arnold
Industrial Way,
Concord, CA

Parallel to
Highway 4

Know of someone
who needs help?
Call the Homeless
Hotlines at
800-799-6599 or
800-808-6444.

Call the Bay Area
Rescue Mission at
510-215-4868, or
the Contra Costa
Crisis Center

at 211.
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Worship Assistants — November 2,2014 to November 30,2014
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2014 Executive Committee:

President: Herb Yonge, Vice President: Leone McCullough, Secretary: Donna Albrecht
Member-at-Large: Vicki Smiglewski

2014 (ongregational Coancit
Donna Albrecht, Nils Anderson, Greg Buchholz, Drew Cremisio, Mark Deniston,
Leone McCullough, Jon Moss, Emilie Patton, Vicki Smiglewski and Herb Yonge

Meniotny Staff:
Pastor: Rev. Jeremy Serrano - rev@gsconcord.com
Office Administrator: Laura Mott - lauramott@gsconcord.com
Interim Organist: Lynne Davies
Choir Director: Open
Contemporary Music Leader: Tom Deans Flegel - tdeans08@gmail.com
Sound/Technology: Jamie Rodemsky - jamier|263@gmail.com
Treasurer: Lynne Davies - finance@gsconcord.com
Financial Secretary: Laura Mott - lauramott@gsconcord.com

Good Sthepherd Luthonan Chanch
Councond, O
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