
 

 Good Shepherd 

Lutheran Church   

4000 Clayton Road    

Concord, CA  94521                  

925-682-8410   

gsconcord.com  

Worship Schedule: 

 Sundays 8:30 & 11:00 A.M. 

Volume 8  •  Issue 12      A monthly newsletter of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church      December 2012

  
 

  
 

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

 

                      

                      

December 

Points of Interest 

 

 2  Interim Ministry Update

  

 2  Leadership Opportunity 

 

 3  Christmas Eve News

  

 4  November Council   

 

 6  Confirmation Pictures 

 

 8 Message from President 

 

January Newsletter Articles 

due Thursday, December 20  

 

 A Message from Interim Pastor Lori Eickmann 

 

     In Advent we anticipate Christ coming into the world. 
 
     If that statement conjures idealized visions of tiny baby Jesus sleeping 

snugly in a manger, consider our gospel text for the first Sunday of Advent: 

 

 “There will be signs in the sun, the moon and the stars, and on the earth 

distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves.  People 

will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the 

powers of the heavens will be shaken.  Then they will see ‘the Son of Man com-

ing in a cloud’ with power and great glory…” 

 

     What does it mean that Christ is coming into the world? 
 

It’s interesting to note that our Advent gospel readings from Luke are, 

well, backward.  We read from Luke 21 on the first Sunday of Advent, 

from Luke 3 on the next two Sundays, and, finally, from Luke 1 on the last 

Sunday of Advent.  As we look forward to the Christmas celebration, we 

naturally think of Christ coming into the world 2,000 years ago in       

Bethlehem.  But we are also reminded that Christ will come again – in the 

fullness of time – to draw all creation, finally, into God’s reign.  And in   

between these two comings, we are called to “be on guard” and “be alert” 

and “prepare the way” for the one coming who baptizes with the Holy 

Spirit and with fire! 

 Alrighty then, people of Good Shepherd: How do we prepare the 

way for Jesus?!  Are we alert to the signs of Christ’s reign breaking into 

our lives?  Are we the signs of Christ’s reign breaking into the lives of 

those who hunger for food, dignity, healing, companionship, and God’s 

grace?  Are we, too, hungry for the good news that the power and glory of 
Emmanuel (“God with us”) are used not for personal gain, but to bless 

each and every child of God? 

 This Advent season, let us anticipate the signs that Christ is coming 

into our hearts, into this community of faith, and into this world each day.  

In the midst of wrapping gifts and planning parties, let’s remind one       

another that Christ is coming – yesterday, today and tomorrow.  God is   

doing something new in our lives; be alert! 

  

 “…Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your 

heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 
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Interim Ministry Update Dec 2012 
 

  

 As we enter Advent, we will take a break from our interim focus and give our attention fully to      

anticipating Christmas.  But here is an update on our interim time so far and what could happen in the new 

year. 

 I have finished my 1-to-1 talks with council members, several members of the congregation, and even 

some random people I’ve encountered who have former ties to Good Shepherd.  In addition, I have read 

many documents: a 2006 study, the 50th anniversary booklet, the results of Pr. Russ’ survey of the     

congregation, your previous Ministry Site Profile, exit interviews and more.  After reading all this, I can see 

why many of you are tired of “studying and being studied”! 

 So …. I have decided not to survey you further.  Instead, I will find a way to present to the congrega-

tion a summary of what’s already been named (and sticky dots will not be involved!).  We can look at that 

together and decide where to go with what everyone already knows; or perhaps we’ll discover something 

we don’t know… 

 Whatever we do together, the point to keep in mind is this: 

 The time of interim ministry is less about the new pastor you will call and more about YOU as a con-

gregation.  It is a time to look at what goes on here that helps the mission to which you’ve been called – to 

be the face of Christ in Concord and beyond.  It is also a time look at what might impede that mission.  

When this is clear and you are energized in this congregation’s particular call, you are more likely to attract a 

pastor who will share your vision. 

 Keep chatting with me after worship so I can continue to learn more names.   

 

Advent blessings to each of you! 

Interim Pastor Lori  

Calling All Leaders... 
 

It’s the time of the year when your Church Council appoints a Nominating Committee and sets about    

looking for folks to fill positions that are being vacated due to term limits on Church Council.  This year 

there are two positions that need to be filled:   Fellowship Committee Chair and Evangelism Chair.   

Please take a look below at the brief descriptions for each position.  If either of these Council positions look 

interesting and you would like to learn more, please contact one of the Council Nominating Committee 

Members: Pr. Lori, Sue Hertless, Jean Moore, Joe Carlson and Susan Metzger.  Any one of them would be 

glad to speak with you. 

Evangelism Committee Chair   
Qualifications / Short List of Responsibilities        

No special training is needed.  

Good planning and organizing skills are helpful.  

Comfortable sharing your faith with others. 

Be able to select and motivate a committee.  

Plan, organize and lead events to evangelize both the 

congregation and community  (No pressure here!) 

Occasionally work with Fellowship to plan events. 

Contact members of the congregation and the             

community through cards, phone calls and various 

printed materials. 

Enjoy spreading the Good News!    

Fellowship Committee Chair    
Qualifications / Short List of Responsibilities       

 

No special training is needed.  

Good planning and organizing skills are very helpful.  

Comfortable in the kitchen and Costco. 

Lead occasional committee meetings, as needed. 

Able to work with a committee to: 

Plan, prepare, present and clean-up for: 

Meals to serve varying size groups 

Large events annually at Thanksgiving and Easter 

Occasional cake events that occur during the year  

Enjoy working with a terrific group of people! 
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 ONE Worship Service at 7 p.m. on Christmas Eve 

     Invite your friends and family! 
 

 If you haven’t already heard, there will be one Christmas Eve worship service at 7 p.m.   For 

our Christmas Eve worship, we plan to have a children’s procession as well as the musical talents of the 

choir, organ, bells, guitar and YOUR voices! 

 As Pam Dietz articulated so well recently, the Worship and Music committee recommended to the 

council that there be one worship service on Christmas Eve to better utilize musicians and those assisting in 

worship, and to bring the congregation together on this holy night.  Please know that the decision for how to 

be good stewards of the gifts and resources here was not made lightly; in fact, most of the council members 

who voted to have just the 7 p.m. worship service are themselves used to worshiping at the later service. 

 Your leaders are taking seriously the need to consider what works best for this congregation in its 

current incarnation, as you strive to offer full and meaningful worship for both members and those who may 

walk through the doors on Christmas Eve.  

 Service times may change, but our mission never changes:  Let us trust that the 

Spirit will magnify our personal invitations to family and friends (as well as our 

advertising efforts!) to reach the hearts of those who are searching for a community 

of faith at Christmas and beyond.  Let us pray that God will continue use this 

congregation to tell the good news that Jesus Christ is born! 

 

         − Pr. Lori 

New Tables and Chairs Purchased for 

Fellowship Hall 
 

The Memorial Fund Committee recommended, and 

our Council approved, the purchase of new chairs and 

tables for Fellowship Hall. Memorial Funds were used 

for the purchase and the new tables and chairs were 

used for the very first time at our Thanksgiving Dinner 

on Sunday, November 18th. We hope all who attended 

enjoyed the comfort of the new chairs.  
 
We want to thank all of those who made contributions 

to the Memorial Fund in the names of loved ones, and 

those who made a donation as a special gift.  
 
Members of the Memorial Committee are: Pam Dietz, 

Kathy Price and Herb Yonge. The committee received 

valuable input from Jean Moore, our Fellowship    

Chairperson. The committee spent considerable time 

doing research prior to purchase.   

 

When the new equipment arrived, Jim Olson, Gary 

Dankowski, Kathy Price, Jean Moore and Jamie  

Rodemsky helped to unload and move the equipment 

into our storage room in Fellowship Hall.   

 Attention Leisure Lunchers!  

Mark your calendar for December 11th, Noon to 

1:30 p.m. We are planning a tea party (it's okay, 

gentlemen, there will be plenty for you to eat, think 

normal sized sandwiches and you won't have to stick 

your finger through those tiny little 

cup handles!  If you can, please bring 

your favorite teacup to our luncheon 

and tell us a little bit about it if you 

wish.   Joe Carlson will be exhibiting 

some of his favorite photographs, too!  Come and 

bring a friend.  It will be a great afternoon. 

Inspiring Read for our 

Book Club January Gathering 
 

Come and enjoy our discussion of Never in My 

Wildest Dreams: A Black Woman’s Life in 

Journalism by Belva Davis with Vicki Haddock.   

The Library Journal said, “Pioneering journalist 

Davis, writing with Haddock, tells her fascinating 

story in this highly readable memoir.”  

Join us on Tuesday, January 15 at 7:30 p.m. in the 

Fireside Room to discuss this fascinating book. 

Questions? Contact Donna Albrecht at:  

donna@albrechts.com 
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December 

Birthdays 
   

Elizabeth Kich       04 

Richard Koehler     05 

Kathy Price      05 

Carter Munson-Ring     06 

Wilma Seppala      06 

Holly Pereira      07 

Lori Randolph      07 

Aimee Olmedo     08 

Linda Staton      15 

Tyler Deniston              17         

Lilah Roza                  17      

Matthew Castle     18 

Carin Olson      18 

Bob Ripley      19 

Nicholys Porter     21 

Karl Bohling      23 

Dylan Magic      24 

Evelyne Kingwell     24 

Judy Haier      25 

Betty Chambers     29 

Allison Buchholz     31 

Rosemary Fassl     31 

Timothy Harless     31 

    

November Council Meeting Notes 

 
Motions made at the November 2012 meeting were as follows: 

 

Motion made by Jon Moss; seconded to approve Joe Carlson for 2013-2015 to 

serve on Audit committee. MSC 
 

Motion made by Vicki Smiglewski; seconded to enter into a one year lease with 

no increase of rent with present tenants. MSC 
 

Motion made to offer chairs and tables to members first, then outsiders made 

by Jon Moss; seconded. MSC 
 

 Motion made by Pam Dietz to hold one Service at 7:00 PM on Christmas Eve; 

motion seconded. Discussion ensued. Vote revealed 8 ayes, 1 nay. MSC. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 

Boy Scouts of America is requesting that a troop be allowed to hold meetings here.  

They have a Certificate of Insurance and would leave the area as it was before they 

used it.   

Motion made to allow scouts to use our facility by Pam Dietz, seconded.  Motion 

tabled until next meeting.  We are requesting the scout master address Council 

regarding how much storage area is needed. 

 

Thanksgiving dinner has 85 persons signed up to attend. 
 

Thanksgiving Eve service will be at St. Luke’s at 7:00 PM. 
 

The Annual Meeting will be held on Jan. 27, 2013. All reports must be turned in to 

Laura by Dec. 29, 2012 to enable office staff to compile entire report for 

congregation in a timely manner. 
 

Sue Hertless and Pastor Eickmann attended the District A Conference and reported 

on it. Pastor attended a meeting on the “Emerging Church” at the conference.  Sue 

attended a meeting on stewardship  
 

− Betty Fraga, Secretary 

 
   

                      

       OVER (UNDER)  

   ACTUAL   BUDGET   BUDGET  

INCOME:       

  Pledges $128,439  $142,443  $        (14,004) 

  Unpledged  41,027  32,500              8,527  

  Other (Tower, Rent,etc.)       87,253         94,601              (7,348) 

TOTAL INCOME      256,719  269,544            (12,825) 

LESS TOTAL EXPENSES  (257,280)     (271,138)             13,858  

        

NET INCOME  $       (561)  $     (1,594)  $           1,033  

GOOD SHEPHERD INCOME STATEMENT 

AS OF OCTOBER 31, 2012 



December 2012   

Wedding  
Anniversaries  

  
  Adam and Sarah Mollwitz 

December 3, 1996 

 

Ron and Mary Figueroa 

December 16, 1967 

 
Alden and Helen Johnson 

December 27, 1950 

Youth 

Fundraiser 
The trash can in the 

Narthex labeled “Youth 

Group – Aluminum Cans 

Only” is slowly being filled.  

Your participation and 

donations will assist in 

raising funds for youth  

group events. 

Thanks for your support! 

                      
Thanks and Recognitions 

 Friends Feeding Friends would like to say THANK YOU 

to our stupendous Hats for the Homeless friends who so faithfully 

knitted and crocheted hats, scarves and baby sweaters!!!  Because 

of your awesome efforts, many homeless will be warm and happy 

this Winter. THANK YOU, for all your hard work!!!  

 We also want to thank all of you who donated mittens, 

socks, scarves, beanies and Halloween candy for our Sock It To 

‘Em project, too! 

  If you would like to help bag the Christmas gift bags containing 

these goodies, please join us on Dec. 12 at 7:00 p.m.                 

in Fellowship Hall."  

 Socialuths thank you for your weekly contribution to our coffee basket. 

Every Sunday the Socialuths team has been serving coffee and snacks between 

services. A special “Thank you” to Ron and Mary Figueroa for their part in     

delivering cookies, cakes and muffins for our Sunday morning treat. Each week 

they receive donated treats from Safeway and have faithfully delivered to church 

for us to enjoy.  

 In addition to coffee and doughnuts, Socialuths has donated money to 

the Fellowship Committee Fund, purchased new tablecloths for Fellowship Hall, 

and paid for the drinks and meat for the post theater event in 

June.   

Our expenses this year have outpaced our receipts and  luckily 

we have a reserve that we have been able to use. Our coffee 

team is Kristi and Greg Buchholz, Reyanne and Doug Freeman, 

Linda and Gary Mahloch, Heidi and Jon Moss and Kathy and Ron 

Price.  

Thanks to Tony and Cindy Rogelstad who graciously stepped 

forward and donated two beautiful ten foot trees with pre-lit lights 

to adorn our sanctuary for the Christmas season. Over the years 

we have displayed real Christmas trees but the cost to fireproof 

became considerable.  We are thankful for this gift, donated from 

their Brentwood Ace Hardwood Store.   

Recognitions from Council:  To Kathy Harless, Ken Robinson and Pr. Lori 

Eickmann for working with confirmation students and conducting confirmation  

during a church service.       

To Vicky Smiglewski, Linda Mahloch, Jim Olson and Susan Metzger for hand           

delivering stewardship packets not picked up at church. 

Good news from 

heaven the angels bring, 

Glad tidings to the 

earth they sing: 

To us this day a child is 

given, 

To crown us with the 

joy of heaven. 
             - Martin Luther  

Thanks From Kay Bennett:  Our family wishes to thank you for the ongoing 

prayers for my brother Bob.  He is slowly gaining strength.  God bless you all. 
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Congratulations 

 Austin Fiene and Sean Harless! 
 
These two young men, after being instructed in 

the Word of God and in their faith of the 

Christian Church, affirmed the promises of 

baptism, made public confession of faith in God 

the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, were confirmed 

before the assembled congregation of Good 

Shepherd on October 28, 2012.   

We hope you enjoy the pictures  

of this special day. 
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Congratulations  

Pierson Family! 
 

Dan and Lucille Pierson 
shared their  

60th Wedding  

Anniversary 

on November 14, 2012 

 
Pictured here, front row, 

are oldest son Steven, 

Lucille and Dan.  Second 

row is  

Ana, Kathleen,  

Eric and Becky. 

Do you have recent pictures 

of a special day, baptism, 

confirmation or wedding?  

Share photos with your 

church family by emailing to: 

lauramott@gsconcord.com 



Message from the President . . . .  

 
Mark 12:30-31  (NIV) 

 
  

 

  

How can you Love without some kind of relationship 

with the person that you say you Love?  Right now, 

my Spiritual Journey is all about exploring “How can I 

Love someone that I don’t know?  I have been 

working on my relationships in earnest with God and 

my family for the past year and have seen changes in 

the way I think about each.  You may ask, “What do 

you mean and what are you doing when you say you 

are working on the relationships?”   

 My relationship with God is based on not just 

reading the Bible but taking time to discern what do 

the Biblical words mean and how do they speak to 

me.  Also, I am using daily Prayer as a way of 

strengthening my relationship with God.   Thanking 

Him for the many Blessings he has given me, Blessing 

like being alive, breathing, tasting, smelling, seeing, 

touching, and the ability to use my free will and to 

trust God.  I am using Sermons as a way of 

strengthening by relationship with God by letting the 
Word help me to understand what God wants from 

me and for me.  Isn’t that what you and I both love 

about being Lutheran?  Our sermons are Bible based.  

 In our Lectio Divina, forty five minutes of 

Prayer every Sunday from 10:00 to 10:45 a.m., we 

read scripture, meditate on the Word, Pray, and 

share what came to us during the silence (Meditation 

and Prayer).  “Be Still and Know that I am God.”  The 

discussion is rich, full, robust, and caring about our 

Church, and the people in it.  To be able to have 

discussions with fellow Christians in ways that grow 

my faith is a miracle.  Wouldn’t you agree?  I am 

blessed to be able to be surrounded by fellow 

Christians easily found at church, and more and more 

I can find them here at work.   

 As for working on my relationship with my 

family, Richard and David, in this area I am doing 

several things. One is, I want to know who are their 

friends and why have they chosen them to be their 

friends.  In this search for understanding, I get to see 

some of their core values and I find a deeper love for 

both of the boys.  As for their friends, I find they  

 

become my friends in a different way.  I see the  

respect they have for me, the earnest care they have 

for me by offering to do things that say “I care about 

you.”  Is that a God Wink!!!! 

 As we are preparing for Advent and 

Christmas, we begin to think about those who are 

less fortunate than you and I.  We see the Care Bears 

on the tree with items people would like for 

Christmas.  Basic necessities!  Is it possible to do two 

things in addition to the basic gift?  Can we buy the 

person something personal in addition to their 

necessity gift?  And can we send them a box of 

cookies with each gift?  This idea actually came from 

Dan Pierson. He wanted the congregation to bring in 

their metal cookie tins.  And then, have some of us 

bake and fill up the tins with cookies.  Each Care Bear 

receiver gets a necessity gift, a personal gift, and a can 

of cookies.  Sounds sweet to me, how about you?  If 

you would like to donate either cookies or tins, call 

the church office.  All this needs to be done by 

December 22, 2012.   

 May your journey through Advent be filled 

with the Love of God and the peace given by our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

                  − Sue Hertless 

                      

Page 8 

30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

mind and with all your strength.31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 

There is no commandment greater than these.” 

 

 

‘TIS THE SEASON FOR CARE BEARS 

Following a Good Shepherd tradition, we will help 

some needy folks have a little more joy this holiday 

season. Please check out the small Christmas tree in 

the Narthex. It’s decorated with bears describing 

special wishes along with a little background 

information on the recipient. As you are able, choose 

a bear from the tree, purchase the gift, wrap it, attach 

the bear to the present and deliver it to church. Our 

Friends Feeding Friends group will sort and deliver 

these gifts just prior to Christmas. If you have any 

questions, please contact Dana Deniston at 

768-9087 or Linda Rodemsky at 864-9266.  

Or you can email us at: 

friendsfeedingfriends@yahoo.com  
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Friends Feeding Friends 

  

Sarah Jean’s 

Dream at  age 4 — 

“So people who are 

really hungry 

have food.” 

  

      

Good Shepherd 

Lutheran Church 

4000 Clayton Road 

Concord, CA  94521 

682-8410 

 

Located east of the 

Salvation Army 

church between 

West Street and 

Mendocino Avenue 

Concord, CA 

 

Loaves & Fishes 

catering kitchen: 
510 Garcia, Suite H   

Pittsburg, CA 

Know of someone 

who needs help?  

Call the Homeless 

Hotlines at                         

800-799-6599 or  

800-808-6444.   

                         

Call the Bay Area 

Rescue Mission at 

510-215-4868, or 

the Contra Costa 

Crisis Center  

call 211. 

The North 

Concord 

Shelter:  

 

2047 Arnold 

Industrial Way, 

Concord, CA  

Parallel to 

Highway 4  

For we are 

God’s  

workmanship 

created in 

Christ Jesus 

to do good 

works, which 

God prepared 

in advance for 

us to do. 

Ephesians 

2:10 

  Here’s an update from Friends Feeding Friends--an 

outreach ministry that serves needy in our county. 

 
We were incredibly blessed this month!  Ameriprise 

Financial partnered with FFF for their National Day of Service; 

on Nov. 17, we prepared and served lunch to around 120 

shelter residents and employees, a meal of meatloaf, seasoned 

mashed potatoes, stir-fried veggies, brownies and fresh oranges.  

Plus, Ameriprise helped us get organized by sorting donations, 

restocking the pantry, etc.  Then, on Nov. 18, we welcomed 

New Life Church, Valley Christian Church, and Tabernacle to 

join in preparing and serving pasta, green salad, broccoli salad, 

hard boiled eggs, bananas and desserts to 108 shelter residents.  

Thanks to all who helped!! 

The next time we meet will be Saturday, December 15, 

2012.  We will serve pot roast, stir-fried or roasted veggies, 

broccoli salad and fruit.  If you would like to help sort donations, 

pack hygiene kits and “food for later” bags, meet us at Good 

Shepherd at 9:30 AM.  If you would like to help serve lunch and 

pass out donations, meet us at the shelter at noon.  Come join 

us and invite a friend!  

And, if you’re interested in helping someone at 

Christmas time, we’ll be collecting gifts for our needy friends.  

Any new gift will be a blessing. 
 

If you can help with groceries for the next luncheon, we will need: 

broccoli crowns • fresh vegetables of any kind • red grapes • 

fresh fruit of any kind • bottled water • any desserts 

  

There’s an on-going need for: 

laundry soap • lamps • linens/towels • pots & pans • toasters • 

potholders • eating utensils • groceries • dish soap • cooking  

utensils • travel size hygiene items • microwave ovens • dressers 

and end tables  

 

For the “Food for Later” bags: 

Shelf-stable meals (ravioli, hearty soups, stews, chili, spam, tuna 

kits, etc.) • Fruit cups/fruit snacks • Packaged bars, snacks and 

desserts 

 
If you have questions or need additional information, please call 

Dana Deniston 768-9087 or Linda Rodemsky 864-9266.  Or, email 

us at:  friendsfeedingfriends@yahoo.com -or-

friendsfeedingfriendsca@gmail.com  

 

Thank you once more to all our faithful supporters whose 

contributions benefit so many in our community.   
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