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Following our Worship time.

September Newsletter
Articles due August 24

Church will bring:

August

* Hamburgers
* Hot dogs
* Condiments

People bring:
Side Dishes
Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church
4000 Clayton Road
Concord, CA 94521
925-682-8410
gsconcord.com
Regular Worship Schedule:
Sundays 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.

Summer Worship: 9:30 a.m.
Single Worship Service

Come and play...
Favorite Lawn Games!
(bring yours to share)
There will be:
* Bocchi Ball
* Ladder Golf
* Corn Hole Toss
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Rev’s Reflections
“You, O Lord, are a shield around me, my glory, and the one who lifts up my head.” (Psalm 3:3)
Some things never change. We get the same message today from the world as the psalmist received
thousands of years ago. “There is no help for you in God” (Psalm 3:2).
Today, we hear from assorted places that we must live in this world depending on our own hard work
without help from others and without aide from God. We receive messages that God isn’t real, therefore,
there is no higher power than the individual. We get the idea that we are our own help, comfort, and
dependence. We hear that we should not be dependent on anyone or anything other than ourselves.
The great lie of modern spirituality is that we can we can dig down deep enough to muster strength from
within to get us through difficult times. It may work for a while, but it won’t last for long.
The psalmist declares that the Lord is the one who protects as a shield and who lifts his head. The psalmist
knows that he is not his own protection, he is dependent on God as a shield. He is dependent on God to
turn his gaze toward a direction that is more helpful. The origin of his strength is God.
When we have faith in God, it is more than just and intellectual agreement that there is a God. It is trust
that God is who God revealed himself to be in the Word. Trusting in God who is unseen is difficult, but God
will be our shield, or strength, and will turn our gaze where it belongs.
We learn to trust more by being exposed to the Word, praying, and being in community with other
believers. When one of these aspects is missing, the messages of the world creep in, and we trust less.
God is our shield, let us trust in God.
Peace,
Rev J. Serrano

Summer is here!
Mark your calendar
for these to dates to remember.
* Aug. 14 Sunday, Church BBQ and outdoor games
* Aug. 17 Wednesday, Pub(lic) Theology 7:00 p.m.
* Aug. 21 Sunday after worship, Church Book Exchange
* Sept. 11 Choir practice begins (see pg.5)
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News from the Council President
Hello everyone,
As mentioned in last month’s newsletter, here are some of the topics that were discussed in our July Church
Council meeting:
–

–

*

*

Friends Feeding Friends: One of the main goals for this year’s Council is to better define GSLC’s
vision for FFF in terms of where we see this ministry in the next few years. Dana Deniston was kind
enough to attend the July Council meeting to share her thoughts on the future of FFF and the needs
from both volunteer support and facilities. Council then discussed how we saw those needs fitting
into Good Shepherd’s Outreach ministry.
Some of the things that we learned from Dana included:
o FFF is the only food pantry in the county that has emergency food distribution daily, at pretty
much at any time of the day.
o Furnishings – FFF provides home furnishings (linens, cooking utensils, furniture, etc.) to people
who are moving from shelters to low income housing. This is part of the ministry that has
evolved and grown over time and is a critical part of making a successful transition from
homeless to being housed.
o FFF provides hot meals to the shelter plus critical supplies such as personal grooming and
medical needs (canes, etc.). The more that FFF is able to keep people self-sufficient the better
chance of these people staying non-homeless.
o FFF is closely tied to several agencies throughout the county, and some neighboring counties
as well. FFF fills a real gap in services for those in need and those trying to transition to a
self-sufficient life.
Dana also discussed what her ‘wish list’ would be from a facilities standpoint. The biggest wish
would be to consolidate all the different operations that are spread around our campus into one
place. Furniture and household goods are currently stored in Luther Hall, and food items are stored
in two classrooms and the nursery. It would be ideal to combine everything into one area.
From a volunteer standpoint, Dana was grateful for all the support she receives from Good
Shepherd, and from outside as well. A group of people meet every Tuesday to store food and
compile bags to hand out. Another smaller group collects furniture and household items. This group
is always looking for more volunteers, so please consider lending a hand if you are able.

*

To recap our discussions, the Council would like to thank Dana for her continuing selfless service
to this important ministry. We also pledged our continued support and would like to help maintain
the ministry through our support of time and resources. One goal I personally would like to see is
GSLC committing to is a project to construct a building on-site that would provide more storage
space for foodstuffs and household goods, and also provide a base of operations for this ministry.
Please stay tuned for discussion on this topic.

*

As a reminder, GSLC has adopted a sister congregation in El Salvador! Church Council supports
our congregation’s efforts to assist our sister church. Besides our ongoing prayers, Resurrection
Lutheran is working to raise funds to complete their roof. Please visit our website for more
information on ways to assist in this project. As always, if you have questions please do not hesitate
to contact Sue Hertless.
Continued on Page 4
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Continued from Page 3

August
Birthdays

News from the Council President
–

Emily Rossi

04

Gary Mahloch

05

Kristin Sukeforth

05

Tyrone Sasaoka

06

Fred Wagner

06

Emily Kich

08

Dave Munson

09

Nils Anderson

10

Tyler Costa

10

Sally Poston

12

Laura
Anagnostopoulos

13

Tracey Rentner

23

Linda Rodemsky

23

Lynne Davies

24

Betty Peterson

25

Julianne Hudson

28

A question has been asked of me about what we are doing to
follow up with members who miss Services several Sundays in a row.
It was confirmed by Sue Hertless in her July Council Report that a member
of the Evangelism Team has started calling people who have missed 3
Sundays and receives comments such as, “ we are just busy” or “it is to
hard to get up and be at church at 8:30 a.m.” Evangelism noted in their
report that they will be evaluating this process.

‘Til next month,
Peace!

Book Exchange in August! Back by Popular Demand!
Good Shepherd’s Book Club is having one of our
incredibly popular book exchanges on Sunday,
August 21, during coffee time in Fellowship Hall.
If you’ve got books you don’t want to keep storing,
drop them off! If you like to read, pick some up!
Bring your fiction, non-fiction, children’s books and cookbooks, too.
Questions? Contact Donna Albrecht at donna-at-albrechts.com

PUB(LIC) THEOLOGY
Join us Wed., Aug. 17
at 7:00 p.m. at:
E.J. Phair
downtown Concord

Facebook 101

Thanks to everyone who came out on a very warm Saturday, July 23,
to experience Facebook 101.
- Pr. Jeremy
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All God’s Children
Have a Place in the Choir!
Our church choir members are now on a mission to find singers who
would like to join our choir ministry.
We sing weekly, but you might want to be a “friend” of the choir,
joining us for the Christmas season, or “for a month” to give us a try.
You can be sure that we will welcome you with open arms!
Requirements for membership are your love for the Lord, your
voice, and a bit of your time at rehearsal with our choir team.
We warm up at 7:45 a.m. on Sunday to prepare for the service,
and at 9:45 to 10:45 a.m., we rehearse for the following Sunday. Choir
rehearsals will resume on Sunday, September 11 at 9:45 a.m.
For more information, please speak with any choir member or give
our Choir Director, Kathleen, a call at (925-754-7915). We are
planning on a choir of 30 this year – “Alleluia!”

Wedding
Anniversaries
Gary and Linda
Mahloch
August 5, 1962
Glen and Candace
Bradley
August 6, 2004
Michael and Angie
Morgan
August 6, 1994
James and Kim
Christiana
August 14, 1982
Mike and Donna
Albrecht
August 16, 1970
Richard and Connie
Batchelder
August 16, 1969
Doug and Reyanne
Freeman
August 22, 1964

GSLC Book Club - SEPTEMBER Read
In The Heist: A Novel (Fox and O'Hare), by Janet Evanovich and Lee Goldberg, we meet
Kate O'Hara, the FBI agent who wants to get her man, in more ways than one. Nicholas
Fox is an international thief that the FBI wants to catch and use. There's romance, thrilling
action, and other characters with their not-exactly-legal skills and actions. The title says it
all, it's all about The Heist!
Join the book club as we discuss this adventurous romp of international intrigue.
We'll be meeting in the Fireside Room on September 6 at 7:30 pm.
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Friends Feeding Friends
An outreach ministry of Good Shepherd that serves the needy in our county

Sarah Jean’s
Dream at age 4
—
“So people who
are really hungry
have food.”

For we are
God’s

Friends Feeding Friends
Highlights for the Past Month
608
678
333

Bags of food distributed
People helped with food
Hot Meals served

Highlights:
 Following the closure of Pacheco/Martinez Homeless Outreach, we enlisted help
from Valley Christian Church and Life Church to help distribute food bags to the
homeless. We still need your help to get food out to those in need. Food bags will
continue to be available in the basket in the Sanctuary for this purpose. Take a
bag, and bless someone in need. Thank you!!
 One of the Veterans that we helped with an apartment size window AC thanks us
and prays for us regularly. His very old apartment in Pittsburg was unbearable.

workmanship
created in
Christ Jesus to
do good works,
which God
prepared in
advance for us
to do.

Next FFF Lunch: August 20, 2016 at 9:00 a.m., at Good Shepherd to prep.
All are welcome!!
Items needed this month:
 Hand towels and washcloths
 Jams and Jelly, and canned fruit (dollar store is fine)
 Travel size grooming supplies

Ephesians
2:10

Contact us: friendsfeedingfriends@yahoo.com or friendsfeedingfriendsca@gmail.com

We ran these FFF pictures before. But, this time, we wish to call your attention to the use of disposable food service
gloves. The current recommendation is to wash hands thoroughly, then use food service gloves when preparing any
ready-to-eat foods (like salads) that won’t be cooked. Since we serve the public, and hold a permit from County
Health, we must follow the current food code standards. Please contact Dana if you have questions. Thank you.

August 2016

Telling the Story – Christian and the Civil War in El Salvador
The life of Christian Ayala, our contact at La Resurrection Church in San Salvador, has been greatly
influenced by the civil war in El Salvador. Today he is very much a peacemaker and against war, however
there was a time when he sought revenge against the military in his country. But, what would you expect
from someone who at the age of four saw two of his siblings killed by the military and who was thrown
against a wall so hard he was unconscious and probably left for dead. Two days later his parents, who had
fled to the woods during the military uprising, returned and his family began a life on the run until they
escaped to Honduras.
When Christian’s family crossed the border into Honduras it involved crossing the Sumpul River with
military from both El Salvador and Honduras shooting at them. In Honduras his family was seeking a safe
haven along with other innocent civilians who were crossed the river at the same time. Many were killed by
the military and many drowned due to the swift moving current of the Sumpul River. Christian was horrified
of water after that experience and it took extensive counseling to make him comfortable even stepping into
a pool – he still is unable to step into moving water.
The safe haven his family sought was the Mesa Grande Refugee Camp composed of tents and about 4,000
displaced persons. It was completely surrounded by barb wire fencing and armed guards. It could be
compared to a concentration camp that was very de-humanizing and an undignified experience for refugees.
It was a camp where people tried to escape and return to their war torn country, if they weren’t shot by the
guards first.
When Christian was 12 years old he returned to El Salvador with his family and was coerced into joining a
guerrilla group. There were 14 in his group and Christian was eager to get a gun and have an opportunity to
kill those who had killed his brother and sister. Within three months everyone in his group except him had
been killed. That’s when his mother arranged for his hasty exit to Sweden.
When Christian returned to El Salvador he observed many more brutalities of war, all his childhood friends
were dead and an older brother died as a result of the civil war. His brother’s death had a profound effect
on him and he changed his mind about wanting to be actively involved in fighting the war. He states, “As a
child I wanted revenge for my family’s deaths. As I grew older, I learned to know what is just and unjust.”
To him war was unjust.
Probably much of this change is attitude is due to his mothers who was one of the most influential people in
his life. She valued her faith and told Christian to never challenge God for the things that happen in his life.
In the El Salvadorian culture love is often seen as a weakness. His mother wanted her children to show
God’s love in their daily life. Christian feels God’s love and influence in his life and stated, “Often I do not
understand the way the Holy Spirit acts in me but I do feel it and try to make decisions based on how I feel
the Holy Spirit leads me.” One place it has lead him is to stay in El Salvador. He wants to improve
conditions and build up his country to be as beautiful as America so his fellow El Salvadorans will want to
stay there and work to improve conditions which includes fighting for social justice.
Look next month for an article on Christian’s love of art. Have you had a chance to observe the crosses on
the wall in Pastor Jeremy’s office that Christian painted?
The Evangelism Committee

CH = Church

9:30 a.m. Schedule
See above.

28

9:30 a.m. Schedule
See above.
Book Swap (FH)
after Worship

21

CHURCH BBQ
after Worship

FH = Fellowship Hall

29

22

1
5

FR = Fireside Room

30

7:00 p.m. DVLC
Small Group Tutoring
(FH)

23

7:00p.m. Property
Comm. (Kitchen)

16

9:30 a.m. Schedule
See above.

14

9

2

Tuesday

7:00 p.m. Council
Meeting (FH)

8

1

Monday

9:30 a.m. Schedule
See above.

7

9:30 a.m. Sunday
Schedule:
9:30 a.m. Worship (CH)
10:45 a.m. Coffee (FH)
12:30 p.m. Lighthouse (FH)
6:00 p.m. NA Group (FH)

Sunday

7:00 p.m. NA (FH)

31

Newsletter
Articles Due

7:00 p.m. NA (FH)

24

6:00 p.m. Lighthouse Chu
6:30 p.m. Boy Scouts (FH)

25

7:00 p.m. (Pub)lic Theology 8:30 a.m. Senior Food (FH)
at E.J. Phair, Concord
6:00 p.m. Lighthouse Chu
6:30 p.m. Boy Scouts (FH)
7:00 p.m. NA (FH)

18

10:00 a.m. DVLC Board
(FH)
6:00 p.m. Lighthouse (Rm.3)
6:30 p.m. Boy Scouts (FH)

7:00 p.m. NA (FH)

17

11

10

7:00 p.m. NA (FH)

4
8:30 a.m. Senior Food (FH)
2:00 p.m. Finance Comm
6:00 p.m. Lighthouse Chu
(Classroom 3)
6:30 p.m. Boy Scouts (FH)

3

Thursday

3:00 p.m. Worship and
Music Committee (FH)

Wednesday

AUGUST 2016

26

19

12

5

Friday

9:00 a.m. DVLC
Tutor Get-Together
(FH)

27

9:00 a.m. Friends
Feeding Friends ( Kit)

20

13

6

Saturday

9/04

8/28

8/21

8/14

8/07

Date

Altar Guild

Rosemary
Fassl

Susan Metzger
and
Kelly Schaefer

Duane
9:30 Peterson

Altar Guild

Altar Guild

Altar Guild

Leone
McCullough
Leone
and
McCullough
Linda Rodemsky

Linda
Rodemsky

Duane Peterson
and
Kelly Schaefer

Linda Rodemsky
and
Ingrid Burns
Susan Metzger

Sue
Hertless

Lauren
Wardle

Kelly
Schaefer

9:30

9:30

9:30

9:30

Altar Guild

Kristi
Buchholz

Susan Metzger
and
Linda Rodemsky

Candace
Bradley

Sam
Buchholz

Caedmon
Serrano

Allie
Buchholz

Sam
Buchholz

Caedmon
Serrano

Acolyte,
Crucifer
Torchbearer

Lector

Assisting Communion
Minister
Assistant

Time

Ione Bantly
Leone
McCullough
Karin Bohling
Tracy Rentner

Laura Carlson
Vicki Smiglewski
Elizabeth Kich
Sue Hertless

Jan Harman
Pam Dietz
Willajean
Rogelstad
Linda Mahloch

Kathy Price
Else Welsh
Heidi Moss
Cindy Rogelstad

Donna Abeyta
Nancy Judge
Becky Berg

Altar Guild

Kay Bennett
Jeannette Kaul
Sherry Chaplin

Larry and Marcia
Sander
Mark Deniston

Willajean
Rogelstad
Jay Neyenhouse

Ron and Mary
Figueroa
Tracey Rentner
Rosie Glen

Kay Bennett
Jeannette Kaul
Nancy Judge

Greeters

Ron Figueroa
and
Paul Rusch

Ron and Mary
Figueroa

Greg Buchholz
and
Sam Buchholz

Jim and Carin
Olson

Doug
and
Reyanne
Freeman

Ushers

Jamie
Rodemsky

Jamie
Rodemsky

Jamie
Rodemsky

Jamie
Rodemsky

Jamie
Rodemsky

Duane
Peterson

Doug
and
Reyanne
Freeman

Greg
and
Kristi
Buchholz

Gary
and
Linda
Mahloch

Jon
and
Heidi
Moss

Doug
and
Reyanne
Freeman

Sound Communion Coffee
Ministry to Shut-Ins Ministry

Joe
Carlson
and
Paul
Rusch

Joe
Carlson
and
Paul
Rusch

Herb
Yonge
and
Greg
Buchholz

Herb
Yonge
and
Greg
Buchholz

Carin
Olson
and
Tony
Rogelstad

Counters

Nils
Anderson

Greg
Buchholz

Kelly
Schaefer

Betty
Jacobsen

Sue
Hertless

C.O.D.

Worship Assistants August 7, 2016 through September 4, 2016

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
2016 Executive Committee:
President: Greg Buchholz, Vice President: Leone McCullough, Secretary: Betty Jacobsen
Member-at-Large: John Mott

2016 Congregational Council:
Nils Anderson, Candace Bradley, Greg Buchholz, Adam Castle, Sue Hertless,
Betty Jacobsen, Leone McCullough, John Mott, Tony Rogelstad, Kelly Schaefer

Ministry Staff:

Pastor: Rev. Jeremy Serrano - rev@gsconcord.com
Office Administrator: Laura Mott - lauramott@gsconcord.com
Organist: Christopher Hewitt - chrishewitt@gsconcord.com
Bell Choir Director: ---Choir Director: Kathleen Flemming
Contemporary Music Leader: Tom Deans Flegel - tdeans08@gmail.com
Sound/Technology: Jamie Rodemsky - jamier1263@gmail.com
Treasurer: Laura Mott - lauramott@gsconcord.com
Financial Secretary: Vicki Smiglewski

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
4000 Clayton Road
Concord, CA 94521

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church exists to reach out in Jesus name and gather in deep
community, to learn and grow into God's Kingdom, to serve our neighbor
and worship the creator.

