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“I am weary with my moaning; every night I flood my bed with tears; I drench my couch
with weeping. My eyes waste away because of grief.” Psalm 6
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In the face of tragedy there are times when we don’t know how to respond, what
to say, what to do, or even how to pray. We encounter such a great loss and
suffering that we become frozen for a time. The brokenness of world events sets in
on us and all we can do in that moment is grieve.
I remember one time in particular where I felt that deep darkness and paralyzation
creep in — September 11, 2001. It has been 15 years since that day, but I
remember it like it was yesterday. I was lost, and confused, and scared, and angry,
and I was glued to the television. Since that day there have been many more
horrific incidents not only man made but hurricane, tsunamis, earthquakes, and
fires. It’s not only the global events.
We are broken in the face of sickness, addiction, divorce, and all those other
situations within our own families. Common to the human experience is a
realization of the brokenness of the world. There is a common grief we share that
acknowledges things are not as they should be. Grief is a healthy part of our lives
and our walk with God. Grief is a protest against a world that hasn’t realized the
fullness of the Kingdom of God.
King David cries out to God in Psalm 6 because he was consumed with sorrow.
He is bearing the fullness of his soul to God, exposing the depth of his soul. David
recognizes he is not alone; God’s presence is in the midst of his mourning. He
writes, “The LORD has heard the sound of my weeping. The LORD has heard my
supplication; the LORD accepts my prayer.”
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In the midst of grief it can seem like we are crying out to nothing, but we’re
promised in scripture that God hears our prayers. God walks with us in the midst
of grief. The Word of God, Jesus, became human in order that we may know that
we are not alone in our experience. Jesus wept when his friend Lazarus died and
he sits with us when we grieve.
We grieve because we also have hope. Hope that the Kingdom of God will come
and that there will be a time when there is no more mourning or crying or pain.
We have hope that Jesus will bring wholeness to all the brokenness we experience.
Our hope is in a God who has promised to make all things new.
Peace,
Rev. J. Serrano
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News from the Council President
Hello everyone,
Here are some highlights from our last Church Council meeting on August 9.
Recognitions:
o Sue Hertless for putting on the Facebook 101 training. Also, thanks to Jon Moss, Jamie Rodemsky
and Jim Olson for doing dishes afterwards…
o John Mott for helping create the GoFundMe site for our sister church in El Salvador.
o Jim Olson for dumping trash and weeds.


GoFundMe for Resurrection Lutheran Church in El Salvador – please be aware of the work that
Sue Hertless and Betty Jacobsen have been doing with our sister congregation in El Salvador.
The GoFundMe site is an easy way for anyone to donate to this worthy cause. Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church is not directly providing any funding to this cause, so the Council appreciates the
entire Congregation’s help in making fundraising efforts successful.



Friends Feeding Friends:
The Council continued our discussions on this ministry of GSLC. Our main discussions have
centered on both the current and future needs of FFF and how do we as a congregation best meet
these needs. Considering the huge impact that this ministry makes with the local community, the
Church Council has committed to keeping this ministry strong. The main needs at the moment
involve our lack of space to house this ministry. We are looking into options to address this
need. We will also ask that Dana Deniston have a Temple Talk during an upcoming worship service
to better describe what FFF does, and what this ministry needs to continue to thrive.



Quarterly performance discussions – we discussed the need for a more structured process to
better support our church staff. One aspect of this discussion was the need to include time at least
once a quarter to discuss the Council’s support for our staff and vice versa. Our intent is to keep
open a means of communication to support healthy discussions on any ‘tough’ topics that may need
to be addressed. Our first scheduled discussion will be part of the upcoming September meeting.

Until next time…
Greg Buchholz

Author and lecturer Leo Buscaglia once talked about a contest he was asked to judge.
The purpose of the contest was to find the most caring child.
The winner was a four-year-old child, whose next door neighbor was an elderly gentleman who had
recently lost his wife. Upon seeing the man cry, the little boy went into the old gentleman’s yard and
climbed onto his lap and just sat there. When his mother asked him what he had said to the
neighbor, the little boy said, ‘Nothing, I just helped him cry.’
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September
Birthdays

Leisure Lunch is Back!
Leisure Lunchers resume their monthly luncheons in September!

Karin Bohling

03

Hayley Rodemsky

03

Kai Patrick

06

Lauren Wardle

06

Joan Filibert

14

Pat Brack

17

Greg Buchholz

20

James Christiana

26

Delphia Rue

26

Arnold Brandon

30

Mark your calendar and please join us on September 20 & October 18 .
Our November and December luncheons are combined into one date;
December 6th.
We meet every 3rd Tuesday of the month from Noon - 1:30 p.m.
Anyone who is available can come;
simply bring your appetite and enjoy some fun and fellowship!
Please call Susan or Bob Ripley at 925-827-9717 for any questions.
Ruth Circle Bible Study Returns
We will begin this fall's Bible study with the story of Jonah and why
God forgives the guilty despite humanity's tendency toward
retribution. Mercy sometimes feels unfair when God
offers it to those whose actions have caused damage
in the world.
Ruth Circle Bible Study
Thursday, September 8 at 10:00 a.m.
Morning coffee in Fellowship Hall followed by
CROP WALK is Sunday, October 16

Thank you
from Social Ministry!
Thank you for donating
backpacks and school
supplies for children in
our area!
Your donations help
children with the
necessities they need
daily for a better school
experience!

When CROP began in 1947 under the wing of Church World Service
(CWS), which was founded in 1946, CROP was an acronym for the
Christian Rural Overseas Program. The primary mission was to help
Midwest farm families share their grain with hungry neighbors in postWorld War II Europe and Asia. They later formed the Friendship Train
sending food by rail overseas to help feed the victims of the war.
They have “outgrown” the acronym but they have retained the historic
name of the program. Today, it has evolved into Community Response
to Overcome Poverty.
CROP Hunger Walks are interfaith hunger, education and fundraising
events sponsored and organized by CWS regional offices across the U.S.
in conjunction with the Contra Costa Interfaith Council and Winter
Nights Rotating Homeless Shelter, together walkers are taking action to
END HUNGER ONE STEP AT A TIME!
If you are interested in participating stop by the church office.
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Choir Returns on Sunday, Sept. 11 - Join us!
Our church choir members are now on a mission to find singers who
would like to join our choir ministry.
We sing weekly, but you might want to be a “friend” of the choir,
joining us for the Christmas season, or “for a month” to give us a try.
You can be sure that we will welcome you with open arms!
Requirements for membership are your love for the Lord, your
voice, and a bit of your time at rehearsal with our choir team.
We warm up at 7:45 a.m. on Sunday to prepare for the service,
and at 9:45 to 10:45 a.m., we rehearse for the following Sunday. Choir
rehearsals will resume on Sunday, September 11 at 9:45 a.m.
For more information, please speak with any choir member or give
our Choir Director, Kathleen, a call at (925-754-7915). We are
planning on a choir of 30 this year – “Alleluia!”

Wedding
Anniversaries
Michael and Sherry
Chaplain
September 1, 1977
Steve and Joann
Rossi
September 15, 1984
Robert and Kelly
Schaefer
September 16, 2000
James and Kristie
Gray
September 19, 1992
Dave and Marcy
Munson
September 21, 1963
Mark and Dana
Deniston
September 24, 1988
Jon and Heidi
Moss
September 27, 1997

As Summer fades into Autumn
Mark your calendar
for these to dates to remember.
* Sept. 10: Girl Scout Carnival 10 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
* Sept. 11: Return to 2 Worship times: 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
* Sept. 20: Leisure Lunch - Noon / Council Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
* Sept. 24 and Oct 1: DVLC Tutor Training 9:00 a.m.
* Oct. 2: Blessing of the Animals 9:30 a.m. Worship - Courtyard
* Nov. 20: GSLC Traditional Thanksgiving Dinner 5:00 p.m.
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Friends Feeding Friends
An outreach ministry of Good Shepherd that serves the needy in our county

Friends Feeding Friends

Sarah Jean’s

Highlights for the Past Month

Dream at age 4
—
“So people who

596
631
269

are really hungry
have food.”

Bags of food distributed
People helped with food
Hot Meals served

Highlights:
 FFF provided meals and/or food bags to three shelters this month.

For we are
God’s
workmanship
created in
Christ Jesus to
do good works,
which God
prepared in
advance for us
to do.
Ephesians
2:10

Many of you will
recognize this
devoted FFF
volunteer.
It’s Dana’s
mommy, and she is
a blessing as are
all our
volunteers!



We are now furnishing at a much higher rate, and have helped singles, seniors,
families and Veterans. All donations are a blessing to these folks!!



Thank you for your continued support! And, thank you for distributing our food
bags. We hope you are blessed as you bless others.

Next Shelter Lunch: September 17, 2016 9:00 at Good Shepherd to prep.
All are welcome!
Items needed this month:
 Hand towels and washcloths
 Spices, seasonings, salt and pepper (available at dollar stores)
 Travel size grooming supplies
 Volunteers to sort and bag linens. If you can help, please contact us via email.
Contact us: You can contact us at friendsfeedingfriends@yahoo.com or
friendsfeedingfriendsca@gmail.com, and we are on the church website at http://
gsconcord.com/outreach-ministries/friends-feeding-friends/
It was so
nice that
our college
aged
volunteers
came to
serve
before
heading off
for the new
school year.
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We are Blessed to Be a Blessing to Our Sister Parish
On September 14, Sue Hertless and Betty Jacobsen will be leaving for El Salvador for the 44th anniversary of
our sister parish, Resurrection Lutheran. Bishop Medardo Gomez emailed Sue to let her know they are
looking forward to the visit:
Dear Sister Sue,
Welcome, we are awaiting your visit. The most important thing is your
presence; your spirit of love will fill us with strength.
Truly, the needs of our people are many. For our project on “Youth Prevention
Against Gangs,” we need laptop computers, even if they are used ones. They
will help because the youth will be able to use them in their studies.
In regard to the church construction at ”La Resurrection,” we had to stop
construction on the roof and some of the side walls, windows and doors as it
was not possible to get financial assistance to continue. Any help you can give
in this regard would help a lot and be appreciated.
However, let me say it again, the most important thing is your presence. We
send loving hugs, in Christ love.
In fraternity, Obispo…
You can tell by the Bishop’s message that he considers our visit a blessing and anything we can do to help his
people would be appreciated.
Good Shepherd has sent a letter to churches in our synod asking for their support in “Raising the Roof” at
Resurrection. There are 204 churches in our synod that make up about 33,000 active members. If each
member contributed $1 we would actually have enough money to “Raise the Roof.” The Evangelism
Committee has decided to raise money at Good Shepherd with a loose change collection on Sunday
mornings. Wilma Seppala’s son Eric has made us a church bank. The bank will be in the narthex for members
to deposit their loose change. Remember, small amounts really do add up when we all join together.
What else can we do to help?
Pray that Sue and Betty will be a blessing to members of Resurrection Lutheran,
Donate summer clothing and sandals for children and adults,
Donate over-the-counter drugs and supplies for the clinic at Resurrection, and
Donate your old computer if you’ve purchased a new one.
There is a container in the narthex to place donations for El Salvador.
We will be having a packing party for the items donated for our sister parish on Monday, September 12, at
1:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. All are welcome.
During the trip to El Salvador pictures will be posted on Facebook so you can follow activities there. Look
for an El Salvadorian dinner when Sue and Betty return so they can share their experience at Resurrection
Lutheran Church.
Evangelism Committee
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Diablo Valley Literacy Council - Fall Training

AT LAST, A CHANCE TO BE A HERO
AND REALLY MAKE A DIFFERENCE...
By teaching someone English as a Second Language, you
can help them…





Read to their children
Talk with their children’s teachers
Apply for citizenship
Get a better job

The possibilities are almost endless!

ESL TUTOR TRAINING WORKSHOP
The Diablo Valley
Literacy Council
needs volunteers to
tutor adults in
English.

Each One Teach One

We need you to commit to one or
two hours of tutoring per week on
a regular basis.
We provide training, match you to
a student and help start your
one-on-one tutoring sessions.

.

Where:
Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church, 4000 Clayton Road,
Concord
When:
Two Saturday sessions:
September 24 and October 1
From 9 AM to 1 PM
Cost:
$15 registration fee
Pre-registration is necessary
For more information –
or to sign up leave a message
at (925) 685-3881or email to:
dvlc4esl@gmail.com
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CH = Church

8:30 a.m. Schedule
See above.

25

8:30 a.m. Schedule
See above.

18

26

19

FH = Fellowship Hall

Return to 8:30 & 11
worship times.
Sunday School begins

8:30 a.m. Schedule
See above.

12

6:30 p.m. DVLC
Small Group (FH)

27

7:00 p.m. Council
Meeting (FH)

Noon Leisure Lunch

20

13

7:00 p.m. NA (FH)

28

7:00 p.m. NA (FH)

21

7:00 p.m. NA (FH)

14

29

6:00 p.m. Lighthouse Chu
6:30 p.m. Boy Scouts (FH)

22

8:30 a.m. Senior Food (FH)
2:00 p.m. Finance Comm.
6:00 p.m. Lighthouse Chu
6:30 p.m. Boy Scouts (FH)

15

30

9:00 a.m. DVLC
Newsletter Fall Training (FH)
Articles Due Part I

24

9:00 a.m. Friends
Feeding Friends ( Kit)

23

17
6:30 p.m.
DVLC Small
Group (FH)

10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Girl Scout Carnival

10

3

Saturday

16

10:00 a.m. DVLC Board
2:00 p.m. Girl
Scout Event
(FH)
6:00 p.m. Lighthouse (Rm.3) Prep. (FH)
6:30 p.m. Boy Scouts (FH)

7:00 p.m. NA (FH)

8

3:00 p.m. Worship and
Music Committee (FH)

9

2

Friday

8:30 a.m. Senior Food (FH)
6:00 p.m. Lighthouse (Rm. 3)
6:30 p.m. Boy Scouts (FH)

1

Thursday

7

Wednesday

7:30 p.m. GSLC Book
Club (FR)

7:00 p.m. Contra
Costa County Poll
Training (FH)

FR = Fireside Room

Labor Day Holiday

11

5

9:30 a.m. Schedule
See above.

6

Tuesday

9:30 a.m. Sunday
Schedule:
9:30 a.m. Worship (CH)
10:45 a.m. Coffee (FH)
12:30 p.m. Lighthouse (FH)
6:00 p.m. NA Group (FH)

Monday

4

8:30 a.m. Worship (CH)
9:45 Sunday School for all
9:45 a.m. Coffee (FH)
11:00 a.m. Worship (CH)
12:30 Lighthouse (FH)(#3)
6:00 p.m. NA Group (FH)

8:30 a.m. Sunday Schedule:

Sunday
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10/02

9/25

9/18

9/11

9/04

Date

11:00

8:30

11:00

8:30

11:00

8:30

Kelly
Schaefer

Erin
Wardle

Candace
Bradley

Susan Metzger
and
Linda Rodemsky
Nils
Anderson

Candace Bradley
Linda
and
Rodemsky
Kelly Schaefer

Leone
McCullough
Bob Ripley
and
Linda Rodemsky

Susan
Ripley

Susan Metzger
and
Kelly Schaefer

Sue
Hertless

8:30

11:00

Ingrid
Burns

Susan Metzger
and
Linda Rodemsky

Sue
Hertless

Lector

Assisting Communion
Minister
Assistant

9:30

Time

Altar Guild

Altar Guild

Altar Guild

Altar Guild

Altar Guild

Allie
Buchholz

Sam
Buchholz

Caedmon
Serrano

Allie
Buchholz

Sam
Buchholz

Acolyte,
Crucifer
Torchbearer

Laura Carlson
Vicki Smiglewski
Elizabeth Kich
Sue Hertless

Jan Harman
Pam Dietz
Willajean
Rogelstad
Linda Mahloch

Else Welsh
Heidi Moss
Cindy Rogelstad

Donna Abeyta
Nancy Judge
Becky Berg

Ione Bantly
Leone
McCullough
Karin Bohling
Tracey Rentner

Altar Guild

Jay Neyenhouse

Kay Bennett
Jeannette Kaul

Tracey Rentner
& Rosie Glen

Larry and Marcia
Sander

Nancy Judge

Willajean
Rogelstad

Rosemary Fassl

Ron and Mary
Figueroa

Kay Bennett
Jeannette Kaul
Sherry Chaplin

Greeters

Ron Figueroa
and
Paul Rusch

Ron and Mary
Figueroa

Greg Buchholz
and
Sam Buchholz

Jim and Carin
Olson

Ron Figueroa
Paul Rusch

Ushers

Jamie
Rodemsky

Jamie
Rodemsky

Jamie
Rodemsky

Jamie
Rodemsky

Jamie
Rodemsky

Sue Hertless

Doug
and
Reyanne
Freeman

Greg
and
Kristi
Buchholz

Gary
and
Linda
Mahloch

Jon
and
Heidi
Moss

Doug
and
Reyanne
Freeman

Sound Communion Coffee
Ministry to Shut-Ins Ministry

Greg
Buchholz

Nils
Anderson

C.O.D.

Reyanne
Freeman
and
Nils
Anderson

Reyanne
Freeman
and
Nils
Anderson

Sue
Hertless

Candace
Bradley

Jan Carzino
and
Leone
Betty
McCullough
Jacobsen

Jan Carzino
and
Betty
Jacobsen

Joe Carlson
and
Paul Rusch

Counters

Worship Assistants September 4, 2016 through October 2, 2016

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
2016 Executive Committee:
President: Greg Buchholz, Vice President: Leone McCullough, Secretary: Betty Jacobsen
Member-at-Large: John Mott

2016 Congregational Council:
Nils Anderson, Candace Bradley, Greg Buchholz, Adam Castle, Sue Hertless,
Betty Jacobsen, Leone McCullough, John Mott, Tony Rogelstad, Kelly Schaefer

Ministry Staff:

Pastor: Rev. Jeremy Serrano - rev@gsconcord.com
Office Administrator: Laura Mott - lauramott@gsconcord.com
Organist: Christopher Hewitt - chrishewitt@gsconcord.com
Bell Choir Director: ---Choir Director: Kathleen Flemming
Contemporary Music Leader: Tom Deans Flegel - tdeans08@gmail.com
Sound/Technology: Jamie Rodemsky - jamier1263@gmail.com
Treasurer: Laura Mott - lauramott@gsconcord.com
Financial Secretary: Vicki Smiglewski

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
4000 Clayton Road
Concord, CA 94521

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church exists to reach out in Jesus name and gather in deep
community, to learn and grow into God's Kingdom, to serve our neighbor
and worship the creator.

