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A Message from Interim Pastor Lori Eickmann
June 2014
“Always being made new.”
That is the theme of the 2014 Sierra Pacific Synod Assembly, which
begins on May 30, when most of you will receive this newsletter. “Always
being made new” is both a promise and a reminder that the Holy Spirit
renews and re-forms Christ’s church in each generation. Here at Good
Shepherd, we may especially need that promise and reminder now as you
move closer to calling a new pastor and I prepare to move on to a new
congregation.
This is no ordinary time for us! And yet, in mid-June we enter into
the liturgical season called “ordinary time.” Maybe we should call it
“extraordinary time,” because we Christ-followers know that in the midst
of ordinary days, in the depths of ordinary hearts, in the life of an ordinary
congregation, the “extra-ordinary” presence of the Holy Spirit bears the
winds of inspiration and guides us toward the fulfillment of God’s purposes.
We have a lot to look forward to in June:
Pentecost – June 8 this year – is the day we celebrate the gift of the
Holy Spirit and the birth of the church. We celebrate that the Spirit is still
at work today – at work in the call process here, in the interim process I
will enter into with a new congregation, and in the lives of the three young
members who will make their Affirmation of Baptism that day. Keep Erika
Berg, Sam Buchholz and Doug Olson in your prayers and offer them your
presence and support at the 8:30 a.m. worship service, followed by a cake
reception in the Fellowship Hall. Keep praying for the call committee and
candidates. And pray this weekend for all of us at the synod assembly,
especially for the power of the Spirit to be present in the elections for
bishop and synod council members.
June 15 is Holy Trinity Sunday, Father’s Day and the last Sunday
before the single, combined summer worship begins on June 22. Like last
year, the 9:30 a.m. summer worship will have a casual feel, with a mix of
traditional and contemporary music. It will be an opportunity for the entire
congregation to worship together before returning to two worship
services on Sept. 14 – hopefully with your new pastor!
It’s looking like my last Sunday with you will be at the end of June;
I’ll confirm that with the council at the June meeting and keep everyone
posted.
“Always being made new.” That’s life in Christ. Together or apart,
we are forever one body of Christ, always being made new by the grace of
God, the love of Christ and power of the Holy Spirit, for the sake of the
world.
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RUTH CIRCLE Annual Summer Luncheon
Thursday, June 12
All are welcome!
Our Ruth Circle group will meet at the Buttercup Restaurant on Clayton Road
in Concord at 11:30 a.m. on June 12 to celebrate together before taking a break
for the summer months. All women of Good Shepherd are invited to attend. Our group will meet
again in September. Questions: Call Donna Monroe.
GOOD SHEPHERD BOOK CLUB FOR JULY
Our July read is Orphan Train by Christina Baker Kline. The Library Journal review called it, “A
compelling story about loss, adaptability, and courage . . . With compassion and delicacy Kline
presents a little-known chapter of American history and draws comparisons with the modernday foster care system.”
Join us in the Fireside Room on July 1 at 7:30 pm. Everyone who loves books is
welcome! Questions? Contact Donna Albrecht donna-at-albrechts.com
See you there!

Summer is here!
The Leisure Lunchers are at the BBQ flipping
hamburgers and hot dogs!
Please join us on Tuesday, June 17th from Noon to 1:30 p.m.
for our summer kickoff.
All are welcome!
Lunch is from 12:00 - 1:30 pm. Invite a friend!
Any questions? Need a ride? Just want to say hello?
Call Susan or Bob Ripley: 925-827-9717.
GOOD SHEPHERD INCOME STATEMENT
AS OF APRIL 30, 2014

ACTUAL

BUDGET

DIFFERENCE

INCOME:
Pledges
Unpledged
Other (Tower, Rent, etc.)
TOTAL INCOME
LESS TOTAL EXPENSES

NET INCOME

$

$48,864
7,762
37,901

$46,185
9,639
39,908

-$2,679
1,877
2,007

94,527

95,732

1,205

(87,856)

(94,416)

(6,560)

6,671 $

1,316 $

Thank you for your financial support.

(5,355)
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A Message from our Council President
We have returned from our trip to the Netherlands and to England. We had a great time. Now back to
our “regular” schedule!
Speaking of schedule, we will be returning to our regular summer worship schedule on Sunday June 22,
with worship beginning at 9:30 a.m.
Many things have been accomplished in the last month. I hope you have seen the new carpet in the office
and the new flooring in the kitchen. Thanks to our Property/Long Range Planning Committee for getting
the job done. It is great to have funds available for maintenance and capital improvements. It was good
foresight years ago to establish and fund this reserve account.
In May, our Technology Committee was hard at work and we have purchased new computer equipment.
As of this writing the new computers are on order and we should have the equipment by the time we go to
press. We are replacing the outdated computers for our Office Administrator and for our Treasurer.
Thanks, Technology Committee.
Our Call Committee continues to be hard at work and conducting the necessary interviews via Skype or in
person. Let’s continue our prayers for the committee and their dedication toward our calling of a pastor.
Please read in this newsletter the condensed May Council Minutes. There were a number of folks that were
recognized at the May Council meeting for their time and contributions. Please give them your thanks, too,
for their dedicated service.
We have a committee of three reviewing our present Good Shepherd Constitution. They are Donna
Albrecht, Laura Mott and Greg Buchholz. Their goal is to have recommendations to the Council in the fall
with action by the congregation in January 2015.
Last month I failed to thanks the folks who repainted the “Sarah’s Roses” sign. Laura has informed me that
the person is John and his friend Ilene. As I understand it, John works with our Brown Bag Program.
Thanks, John & Ilene.
See you in church.
Herb
Maintaining a Safe Environment
We have been asked by our insurance carrier to have a safe environment policy in place which addresses
sexual misconduct prevention and background checks. This policy, when developed, will address maintaining
a safe environment for our children and youth from sexual and physical abuse.
We will be asking several of our members to assist in writing a policy which will be good for Good Shepherd
and for our children and youth.
If you would like to help draft a policy, please let me know. We do have samples of policies, so we would not
be starting from scratch!
– Herb
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May 2014 - Council Meeting Notes

June
Birthdays

Our Church Council met on May 13 at 7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.

Emily Rodemsky

04

Janet Carzino

09

Adam Castle

13

Taylor Setchell

13

Joe Carlson

14

Laura Mott

14

Landon Poston

17

Isaac Stice

18

Joy Deniston

20

Reyanne Freeman

20

Magic Jaquez

20

Jean Moore

20

Jacqueline Fassl

21

Jack Mecklenburg

22

Chloe Setchell

22

Dominick Christiana 24
Tracy Hein

24

Donnie Wilson

28

Recognitions were given to Betty Jacobson for making communion bread,
and for all who worked on Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter. Jim
Olson and Victor Olmedo were recognized for their work moving furniture
to enable the installation of the new carpeting in the office. Emilie Patton
recognized everyone who helped with the Easter Brunch and decorations.
Vicki Smiglewski and Laura Mott were recognized for organizing and
managing the Barnyard Lent Project which raised $1,485.00.
Correspondence was received from Winter Nights for co-hosting the
program at Concord United Methodist, Bay Area Crisis Nursery for our
donation of $500.00 and Salem Lutheran Home for our donation of $500.00.
Pastor Lori reported that the Easter services were well received. On June 8,
Erika Berg, Sam Buchholz, and Doug Olson will be confirmed at the 8:30 am
service. Pastor announced that some members have stepped forward to
give in-home communion to our shut-ins, and that more volunteers would
help lighten the load on all the volunteers.
A facility use request for a graduation party for Erika Berg was approved.
Laura Mott requested taking vacation days for Mondays during the summer
when we have one service. Leone McCullough made a motion and Drew
Cremisio seconded that office administrator, Laura Mott, take Monday
vacation days during the summer. MSC.
The Call Committee reported that it is continuing its work.
Worship and Music Committee reported that Easter went well and they
received some positive feedback on the labyrinth and the washing of hands.
Leone thanked everyone who helped. Combined services this summer will
be at 9:30 am. They will begin on June 22 and we will return to two services
on September 14. Emilie moved to accept the summer schedule, MSC.
Emilie Patton reported that Fellowship is planning some summer activities
that will be announced later. There will not be a Vacation Bible School this
year.
Laura Mott announced on behalf of Social Ministry that the money raised in
the ELCA Barnyard fund raiser has been sent to ELCA Good Gifts. After
everyone voted we purchased: 2 irrigation canals, 10 mosquito nets, 30
chicks, 1 cow, 1 pig, 2 goats, 1 sheep and 5 ducks with no money remaining.
Respectfully submitted, Donna Albrecht, Council Secretary
A complete set of the meeting minutes can be found on the board in the
Narthex for your review.

June 2014

Call Committee Update
The call process continues to move forward. We completed our second
round of Skype video interviews with selected candidates a few weeks ago,
and we have invited one potential candidate to meet with us in person. This
will happen in the first week of June, and we will have another update for
you on June 8 or June 15. Thank you for your continued patience and
prayers.
– John Mott

Emergency Request from the Concord Shelter
Blankets (new or gently used) are desperately needed
by the Concord Shelter. If you are able to help, please
take donations directly to the Concord Shelter at 2047
Arnold Industrial Way or you can bring to the church
office.
New or gently used towels and twin sheets are also in need and greatly
appreciated! Thank you.

June
John and Ione
Bantly
June 2, 1954
James and Cathy
Setchell
June 5, 1999
Jack and Frances
Mecklenburg
June 16, 1967
Chris and Suzanne
Christensen
June 19, 1954
Valentine and Evelyne
Kingwell
June 20, 1969

Congratulations to the Deniston Family.
(Left) Tyler Deniston graduated from San Francisco
State University on May 24, 2014, with a B.S. in Biology
with an emphasis in Physiology, along with recognition
for the fastest 10K runner in the history of SFSU!
(Above) Joy Deniston, a proud Kindergarten graduate
on May 28, 2014!
AN IMPORTANT REMINDER...
When leaving any building on our campus that you gained access to with a key, please be sure the doors are
locked and the lights turned off when leaving. We have been experiencing an increase in homeless activity
on our campus, and we must insure that our buildings are safe and secure.
— Thank you!
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Interim Ministry Update, June 2014
As our time together grows shorter, allow me the opportunity to share with you my “Top 10 List” – the
top 10 things to lift up about the interim ministry we’ve shared.
10 – The Holy Spirit of the living Christ has called, gathered, enlightened and sanctified Good Shepherd for
61 years and is calling you into the future!
9 – Thank you for the good job you’ve done of looking at the ministries, gifts, challenges and dynamics of
GSLC.
8 – The people of GSLC are dedicated, talented – and definitely love a good potluck!
7 – Learning that everyone in the congregation plays a role in the congregation.
(The opposite of this is, “It’s the other person’s fault.”)
6 – Disagreements and conflicts are a normal part of life and are not inherently negative, but can lead to
growth and stronger relationships when understood to be a sign that important issues need
addressing.
5 – Your new pastor will make mistakes. Each of you will make mistakes. Just know that you will work it all
out in a spirit of Christian love, and be stronger for it.
4 – It’s not just about someone being “the right pastor” – it’s also about you being “the right people.”
3 – You have successfully broken the “we talk about it and then nothing happens” mold!
2 – God’s work is done with our hands.
And the number one thing to lift up about the ministry we’ve shared:
1 – God loves us and has a purpose for Good Shepherd, your new pastor, me and all God’s children. “For
surely you know the plans I have for you,” says the LORD, “plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a
future with hope.” (Jer. 29:11)
– Interim Pastor Lori Eickmann

Prayer for a Summer Day
Long warm days...
The pace of life slows...
A time for picnics and rest in the shade...
Lord, help me to rest a while in the cooling shade of your presence.
Slow down my restless heart and fill me with gentle compassion for all your people.
Amen.
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Take a "Selfie" with Journeying Jesus
Wherever you will travel this summer, take Journeying Jesus with you as a reminder that Christ is
with us always! Take a photo of yourself with Journeying Jesus (yes, a "selfie"!), and feel free to include your
parents, siblings, spouse, grandchildren or friends in the photo, too. Email or bring in a copy of the photo to
the office and we'll put it on a poster in Fellowship Hall and show it on the screens before worship. It will be
fun to see where everyone -- and Jesus -- goes!

CH = Church

30

23

FH = Fellowship Hall

9:30 a.m. Worship (CH)
10:30 a.m. Refreshment (FH)
6:00 p.m. Women NA

29

9:30 a.m. Worship (CH)
10: 30 a.m. Refreshment (FH)
6:00 p.m. Women’s NA

Schedule Begins Today!

22 Summer Worship

Happy Father’s Day!

16

FR = Fireside Room

24

Noon Leisure Lunch
(FH)

17

See Schedule Above

15

10

6:00 a.m. Election
Polling Place (FH)

3

Tuesday

7:00 p.m. Council (FH)

9

2

Monday

8:30 a.m. Worship (CH)
9:30 a.m. Refreshment
9:50 a.m. Choir Practice
11:00 a.m. Worship (FH)
6:00 p.m. Women NA (FH)

8

8:30 a.m. Worship (CH)
9:30 a.m. Refreshment
9:50 a.m. Choir Practice
11:00 a.m. Worship (FH)
6:00 p.m. Women NA (FH)

1

Sunday

7:00 p.m. NA (FH)

25

7:00 p.m. NA (FH)
1:00 p.m. Quilting (FH)

18

7:00 p.m. NA (FH)

11

1:00 p.m. Quilting (FH)
3:00 p.m. Worship &
Music Committee (FH)
7:00 p.m. NA (FH)

4

Wednesday

June 2014

6:30 p.m. Boy Scouts (FH)

26

9:00 a.m. Senior Food (FH)
6:30 p.m. Boy Scouts (FH)

19

11:30 a.m. Ruth Circle
Luncheon (Buttercup Rest.)
Noon DVLC (FH)
2:00 p.m. Finance (FH)
6:30 p.m. Boy Scouts (FH)

12

9:00 a.m. Senior Food
Program (FH)
6:30 p.m. Boy Scouts (FH)

5

Thursday

27

20

13

6

Friday

28

9:30 a.m. Friends
Feeding Friends
(Kitchen) (FH)

21

Noon - Private
Event (FH)

14 Flag Day

7

Saturday
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Friends Feeding Friends
An outreach ministry that serves the needy in our county
208
85
18
13
5

Sarah Jean’s
Dream at age 4 —
“So people who are
really hungry
have food.”

Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church
4000 Clayton Road
Concord, CA 94521
682-8410
Located east of the
Salvation Army
church between
West Street and
Mendocino Avenue
Concord, CA
Loaves & Fishes
catering kitchen:
510 Garcia, Suite H
Pittsburg, CA

Grocery bags distributed
Hot Meals provided
People helped with household furnishings
Churches that helped FFF
Shelters/Agencies that referred clients to FFF

It was a busy month on the household furnishing end for FFF!! But
the good news is that more people are housed and no longer
homeless. We are very grateful to all who donated household
items and furniture, and to all who helped pack and move items to
make this possible. The recipients were so grateful!!! “18 people
helped with household furnishings” may not sound like a lot, but
bear in mind, many move in with nothing but the clothes on their
backs, and FFF provides almost everything they need for a
functioning household.
This month, we worked with a new
agency, Berkeley Food and Housing
Project. We had the opportunity to
furnish a disabled 80 year old Korean
war vet and his son. They were
down to their last dime and were
living in a hotel. The son had to keep
taking time off work to care for his
father and they both ended up
homeless. Berkeley Food and Housing paid for 5 months rent for a
house, and FFF provided the furniture and household supplies.
Because of our amazing donors, we were able to supply a
wheelchair and a lift chair for the vet.
Next FFF Lunch: June 21, 2014. 9:30 at Good Shepherd to
prep, 12:00 noon at the shelter (2047 Arnold Industrial Way,
Concord) to serve. All are welcome!!

Items needed this month:
Potholders or Oven Mitts
Small dining tables and chairs
Dressers
Light bulbs
Toasters
New bed pillows
Grooming supplies
Have questions, want to help or know of someone needing help?
Contact Dana Deniston (925)768-9087 or Linda Rodemsky (925)
864-9266 or email us at friendsfeedingfriends@yahoo.

For we are
God’s
workmanship
created in
Christ Jesus
to do good
works, which
God prepared
in advance for
us to do.
Ephesians
2:10

The North
Concord
Shelter:
2047 Arnold
Industrial Way,
Concord, CA
Parallel to
Highway 4

Know of someone
who needs help?
Call the Homeless
Hotlines at
800-799-6599 or
800-808-6444.
Call the Bay Area
Rescue Mission at
510-215-4868, or
the Contra Costa
Crisis Center
at 211.

11:00

8:30

11:00

8:30

11:00

Drew
Cremisio

Duane
Peterson

6/29

6/22

9:30

Candace
Bradley

Susan Metzger
Ingrid Burns
Sue Hertless

Donna
Albrecht

Rosemary
Fassl

Sam
Buchholz

Ryan Kich

Doug
Olson

Johnathon
Berg

Jauire and Else
Welsh

Ron and Mary
Figueroa
and
Nancy Knapp

Donna
Abeyta

Gary and Linda
Mahloch

Greg
Buchholz
and
Vick
Smiglewski

Jim and Carin
Olson

Larry and Marcia
Sander
Ron and Mary
Victor and
Figueroa
Dottie Davis Aimee Olmedo
Donna Abeyta
Nancy Knapp

Ione Bantly
Leone
McCullough
Karin Bohling

Laura Carlson
Vicki Smiglewski
Elizabeth Kich
Sue Hertless

Jan Harmon
Pam Dietz
Willajean
Rogelstad
Linda Mahloch

Willajean
Rogelstad

Erika
Berg

Lauren
Wardle

Linda
Rodemsky
Doug Olson Doug Olson
Kelly Schaefer

Erin
Wardle

Paul Rusch
and
Vicki
Smiglewski

Kay Bennett
and
Jeannette Kaul

Jay
Neyenhouse

Ushers

Greeters

Connie
Summers

Kristi
Buchholz

Kathy Price
Else Welsh
Heidi Moss
Cindy Rogelstad

Altar Guild

Sherry
Chaplin

Kelly Schaefer
Sue Hertless

Sherry
Chaplin

Johnathon
Berg

Kelly
Susan Metzger Rosemary
Schaefer Duane Peterson
Fassl

8:30

Ryan Kich

Acolyte,
Crucifer
Torchbearer

Lector

Assisting Communion
Minister
Assistant

Time

SUMMER
SCHEDULE 9:30 Erika Berg Mike Albrecht
Linda Rodemsky
BEGINS

6/15

Holy
Trinity

6/08

Pentecost

6/01

Date

Jamie
Rodemsky

Jamie
Rodemsky

Jamie
Rodemsky

Jamie
Rodemsky

Jamie
Rodemsky

Duane
Peterson

Greg
and
Kristi
Buchholz

Gary
and
Linda
Mahloch

Kathy
Price

Jon
and
Heidi
Moss

Doug
and
Reyanne
Freeman

Sound Communion Coffee
Ministry to Shut-Ins Ministry
C.O.D.

Emilie
Patton

Gordon
Monroe
and
Karin
Bohling

Gordon
Monroe
and
Karin
Bohling

Herb
Yonge

Donna
Albrecht

Paul Rusch
and
Vicki
Pam Dietz Smiglewski

Reyanne
Freeman
and
Pam Dietz

Jan Carzino
and
Jon Moss
Reyanne
Freeman

Counters

Worship Assistants — June 1, 2014 to June 29, 2014

2014 Executive Committee:
President: Herb Yonge, Vice President: Leone McCullough, Secretary: Donna Albrecht
Member-at-Large: Vicki Smiglewski

2014 Congregational Council
Donna Albrecht, Nils Anderson, Greg Buchholz, Drew Cremisio, Mark Deniston,
Leone McCullough, Jon Moss, Emilie Patton, Vicki Smiglewski and Herb Yonge

Ministry Staff:
Interim Pastor: Lori Eickmann - pastorlori@me.com
Office Administrator: Laura Mott - lauramott@gsconcord.com
Director of Instrumental Music: Open
Choir Director: Phoebe J. Rosquist - phoebe@netzero.net
Contemporary Music Leader: Tom Deans Flegel - tdeans08@gmail.com
Sound/Technology: Jamie Rodemsky - jamier1263@gmail.com
Treasurer: Lynne Davies - finance@gsconcord.com
Financial Secretary: Laura Mott

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
Concord, CA

4000 Clayton Road
Concord, CA 94521

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church

