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Yesterday, we heard these words in the Gospel reading from Matthew 5:112, the beginning of Jesus' Sermon on the Mount. In the Beatitudes, Jesus
lays out a vision for life in God's realm, characterized by seeing those who
are often most disregarded, including the meek, the mourning and the
peacemaker, as bearers of God's blessing. Over the coming weeks, we will
continue to hear this Gospel, including Jesus' call for his disciples to be
carriers of God's light and hope and reconciliation to a world deeply in
need of them.
In this spirit, earlier last week I communicated with the Trump
administration asking that it not stop the U.S. refugee admissions program
or stop resettlement from any country for any period of time. The Bible
calls us to welcome the stranger and treat the sojourner as we would our
own citizens. I agree with the importance of keeping our country secure as
the administration stated in its executive order last Friday, but I am convinced that temporarily banning vulnerable refugees will not enhance our
safety nor does it reflect our values as Christians. Instead, it will cause
immediate harm by separating families, disrupting lives, and denying safety
and hope to brothers and sisters who are already suffering.
Refugees being resettled in the United States have fled persecution
because of their race, religion, nationality, political views and/or
associations. They wait for years for the chance to go home. But
sometimes, there is no home for them to go back to. We know from our
partners at Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS) that only 1
percent of all refugees are chosen for resettlement.
People of faith helped start and still sustain the refugee resettlement
program in the United States following World War II. As Lutherans, many
of our ancestors faced the pain of having to flee their homes and the joy of
being welcomed in new communities across the United States.
(Continued on pg. 2)
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As we have done throughout history, millions of Lutherans across the country honor our shared biblical
values as well as the best of our nation's traditions by offering refuge to those most in need. We are
committed to continuing ministries of welcome that support and build communities around the country and
stand firmly against any policies that result in scaling back the refugee resettlement program.
We must offer safety to people fleeing religious persecution regardless of their faith tradition. Christians and
other religious minorities suffer persecution and rightly deserve protection, but including additional criteria
based on religion could have discriminatory effects that would go against our nation's fundamental values
related to freedom of religion.
I invite ELCA congregations into learning, prayer and action on behalf of those who seek refuge on our
shores. The ELCA "Social Message on Immigration," AMMPARO strategy and LIRS resources are good places to
start. You can also make a donation to Lutheran Disaster Response. Those who have been part of resettling
refugees or have their own immigration experience have important stories to share with their communities
and testimony to make. I also encourage you to consider adding your voice by calling your members of
Congress to share your support for refugees and using online advocacy opportunities through current alerts
at ELCA Advocacy and LIRS.
In Matthew 25:35, Jesus said, "I was a stranger and you welcomed me." Our Lord not only commanded us to
welcome the stranger, Jesus made it clear that when we welcome the stranger into our homes and our
hearts – we welcome him.
God's peace,
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
Presiding Bishop
February 2017 Leisure Lunch
Love is always in the air for our Leisure Lunchers! It will be a
sweet treat to see you! Call Susan or Bob Ripley for any questions:
925-827-9717.
Tuesday, February 21
from Noon - 1:30 in Fellowship Hall.
Everyone’s invited to enjoy lunch!
RUTH CIRCLE BIBLE STUDY
Meeting Thursday, February 9, 2017 at 10:00 a.m.
We will begin with snacks and then continue with our Bible Study.
The text is Galatians 2:19-3:29. The lesson gives the welcome news that we are all justified through
faith in Christ Jesus and that further we are all one and heirs to this promise. He gave himself to us
despite our sins.
The gift is GRACE which we RECEIVE and can neither earn or accomplish. The law helps to
regulate human behavior and limit sin. It is so difficult to comprehend this.
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Winter Nights
“As you do to the least of mine, you do to me.”
Why not help with Winter Nights at Concord United Methodist Church the week of March 20th? Winter
Nights is a program of the Interfaith Council of Contra Costa County that helps homeless families transition
to a home. Helping will give you an opportunity to serve those less fortunate than yourself and to better
understand poverty and homelessness by talking to parents and children in the homeless community.
There will be a signup sheet at church on Sunday morning. You can volunteer individually or maybe one of
the small groups at Good Shepherd would like to be responsible for an evening of Winter Nights. Ways to
help include: Preparing food from about 4-6 pm, snacks (5 pm), serving (6-7:30 pm), tutoring children
(5-8 pm), storytelling or leading crafts (7-8 pm) or sleeping (staying overnight) (9 pm to 6 am). Or maybe
you are available on weekends where you can help prepare breakfast, lunch or dinner or help children with a
craft project. Other tasks include helping purchase food, laundry, cleaning up after the event or making
home make cookies for lunches.
Winter Nights is truly an ecumenical outreach program. Participating churches the week of March 20 th
include: United Methodist, St. Luke, St. Mark, First Lutheran, St. Bonaventure, Seventh Day Adventist and
Good Shepherd.
– Evangelism Committee

MEN’S BREAKFAST & BIBLE STUDY — FEBRUARY 25, 2016
Fellowship Hall beginning at 8:00 a.m.

Good Shepherd Book Club January 2017
A Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman is the novel for our next Good Shepherd Book Club meeting.
"A light hearted, deeply moving novel about a grumpy but loveable curmudgeon
who finds his solitary world turned on its head when a boisterous young family
moves in next door.
This quirky debut is a thoughtful and charming exploration of the impact one life
has on countless others-and an absolute delight." (CBS)
And, "A charming debut...You'll laugh, you'll cry, you'll feel new sympathy for
the curmudgeons in your life. You'll also want to move to Scandinavia, where
everything's cuter." (People Magazine)
Join us on Tuesday, March 7 at 7:30 p.m. in the Fireside Room to discuss this
delightful book.
Questions? Contact Donna Albrecht at donna@albrechts.com

Page 4

Pastor at our Sister Parish – Bishop Medardo Gomez

February
Birthdays
Stacey Fassl

01

Andrew Harris

03

Larry Huddleston

03

Jacob Mollwitz

06

Bobby Morgan

06

Eric Batchelder

11

Vincent Batchelder

12

Kaden Kreutzinger

13

Benjamin Serrano

13

Ross Deniston

15

Kristina Costa

19

Christian Hein-Silva

20

David Henry

20

Dorothy Davis

21

Doug Olson

21

Robert Schaefer

22

Paul Clausen

23

Kurt Harman

24

Milton Swenson

25

Donna Albrecht

26

Bishop Medardo Gomez was born in 1945. Oscar Romero, who later became Archbishop Romero, was the young Medardo’s pastor. Romero prepared him for confirmation and was a chaplain at his school. Bishop Gomez
remembers Romero as a man of great charisma and joy; who was very communicative and someone he greatly admired. One thing Sue Hertless and
Betty Jacobsen observed when they attended Resurrection Church during
their visit to El Salvador was that Archbishop Romero’s image had been embroidered onto Bishop Gomez’s stole. His admiration of Archbishop
Romero probably led to his sensitivity to social justice and his desire to become a Catholic priest. However he was denied entry into seminary because
his parents had not been married in the Catholic Church. He became a Lutheran in 1964 and in 1966 enrolled in Augsburg Lutheran Seminary in Mexico City. He graduated in 1970, returned to El Salvador where he received
his graduate degree in 1982 from Francisco Gavidia University and became a
steadfast voice for social justice in El Salvador.
In 1986, during the Salvadorian civil war, he was consecrated as the first Bishop of the Salvadorian Lutheran Synod. As Bishop he stood by the poor and
ensured the survival of the Lutheran witness during the Salvadorian civil war.
His visible solidarity with the Salvadorian majority was a clear voice against
oppression. As a result of his faithfulness to the oppressed he was a target of
continuous death threats. He narrowly escaped capture when National
Guard forces arrived at his church on the same day that six Jesuits priests
were massacred in 1989. For his work in support of the poor and marginalized during the civil war he was nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize.
His church, Resurrection Lutheran, serves some of the poorest areas of San
Salvador. Many people indicate that Bishop Gomez had a sense of peace
about him as he carried out his pastoral duties. Both Sue and Betty felt that
sense of peace when they were with the Bishop last September. This peace
is probably because of the Bishop firm belief that we touch people’s hearts
the most when we talk with the word and heart of God.
Bishop Gomez ministry is based on a belief that the church’s mission includes
political involvement and that the gospel has a special concern for the poor
that must be reflected in one’s actions. He struggled due to injustices in his
country and often spoke out against them. When he saw the immense pain
and suffering of his people due to these injustices, in his pastoral soul he
would ask, “Why us, Lord?”
Bishop Gomez is very ecumenical and respects the dignity of all people. He
took part in the beautification ceremony for Archbishop Oscar Romero, a
Roman Catholic.
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The anniversary celebration at Resurrection that Sue and Betty attended
included Presbyterian, Church of Christ, Reformed Catholic, Palestinians
and Lutherans.
Pastor Gomez was part of the joint ecumenical mass between Catholics
and Lutherans in Lund, Sweden on Reformation Sunday, 2016. This
mass was the result of an effort by the World Federation of Lutherans
and the Roman Catholic Church in a joint document entitled: From
Conflict to Communion. The colorful El Salvadorian cross that Good
Shepherd uses for its processional once a month is a smaller preliminary
version of the actual cross that Christian, our contact at Resurrection,
designed for this ecumenical ceremony.

Wedding
Anniversaries
Timothy and Kathy
Harless
February 8, 1997

We hope to have members of our church visit Resurrection Lutheran
this summer and at some time in the future invite Bishop Medardo
Gomez to visit us.
– Evangelism Committee

VOLUNTEER TO HELP ADULTS LEARN ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

No teaching experience required. / English need not be your first language.
You can help people to: Get a better job / Apply for citizenship
Read to their children / The possibilities are endless.

You can change a life!
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Friends Feeding Friends
An outreach ministry of Good Shepherd that serves the needy in our county

Sarah Jean’s
Dream at age 4

Friends Feeding Friends
Highlights for the Past Month

—
“So people who
are really hungry
have food.”

For we are
God’s
workmanship
created in
Christ Jesus to
do good works,
which God
prepared in
advance for us
to do.
Ephesians
2:10

802
896
143

Bags of food distributed
People helped with food
Hot Meals served

Highlights:
 Volunteers joined us from Good Shepherd, Life Church, Valley Christian,
Tabernacle, Clayton Valley Charter High School, and Tilden Prep School.
Chris Chaplin also brought youth and families from several Northern
California locations of The New Apostolic church.
 The county’s outreach team is up and running! This team will try to bring
homeless inside to the shelters where they can get help from multiple
agencies. Team members will carry our FFF food bags. Without food and
socks, the homeless won’t talk to them. Thanks to our Tuesday volunteers,
we can provide several hundred bags each week.
Next Shelter Lunch: February 18, 2017: 9:00 at Good Shepherd to prep. All
are welcome!!
Items needed this month:
 Snack bars
 Ready-to-eat meals in pop-top cans (ravioli, chili, etc.)
 Lunch size canned fruit cups or dried fruit
You can contact us at friendsfeedingfriends@yahoo.com or friendsfeedingfriendsca@gmail.com, and we are on the church website at http://gsconcord.com/

Members of The New Apostolic Church
helped serve at the shelter.

We furnished a one bedroom cottage in
Clyde for a disabled couple. Sadly, the wife
passed before they moved in.

First Sunday
of Lent

3/05

2/26

2/19

Installation
of Council

2/12

2/05

Date

Candace
Bradley

9:00

Bob Ripley

9:00

Mike Albrecht
and
Susan Metzger

Candace Bradley
Leone
and
McCullough
Linda Rodemsky

Erin
Wardle

9:00

Kelly
Schaefer

Susan Metzger
and
Allie Buchholz

Bob
Ripley

9:00

Donna
Albrecht

Linda Rodemsky
and
Caedmon
Serrano

Candace
Bradley

John Mott

Linda Rodemsky

Sue
Hertless

9:00

Lector

Communion
Assistant

Assisting
Minister

Time

Altar Guild

Altar Guild

Altar Guild

Altar Guild

Altar Guild

Sam
Buchholz

Levi
Serrano

Allie
Buchholz

Caedmon
Serrano

Levi
Serrano

Acolyte,
Crucifer
Torchbearer
Greeters

Donna Abeyta
Nancy Judge
Becky Berg

Kay Bennett
Nancy Judge

Ron and Mary
Figueroa

Greg
and
Sam
Buchholz

Ione Bantly
Leone
McCullough
Karen Bohling
Tracey Rentner

Willajean
Rogelstad
and
Rosemary Fassl

Jim and Carin
Olson

Doug
and
Reyanne
Freeman

Ron and Mary
Figueroa
and
Mark Deniston

Ron Figueroa
and
Mary Figueroa

Ushers

Laura Carlson Larry and Marcia
Vicki Smiglewski
Sander
Elizabeth Kich
Sherry Chaplin
Sue Hertless

Jan Harman
Pam Dietz
Willajean
Rogelstad
Linda Mahloch

Kay Bennett
Else Welsh
Jay Neyenhouse
Heidi Moss
Cindy Rogelstad

Altar Guild

Jamie
Rodemsky

Jamie
Rodemsky

Jamie
Sue Hertless
Rodemsky

Jamie
Rodemsky

Jamie
Rodemsky

Greg
and
Kristi
Buchholz

Gary
and
Linda
Mahloch

Jon
and
Heidi
Moss

Rich
and
Connie
Batchelder

Doug
and
Reyanne
Freeman

Sound Communion Coffee
Ministry to Shut-Ins Ministry

Jan Carzino
and
Betty
Jacobsen

Jan Carzino
and
Betty
Jacobsen

Joe Carlson
and
Paul Rusch

Joe Carlson
and
Paul Rusch

Karin
Bohling
and
Gordon
Monroe

Counters

TBD

TBD

Sue
Hertless

Adam
Castle

John
Mott

C.O.D.

Worship Assistants February 5 to March 5, 2017

CH = Church

9:00 a.m. Schedule

26

9:00 a.m. Schedule

19

Installation of Council

9:00 a.m. Schedule

12

9:00 a.m. Schedule

5

9:00 a.m. Schedule

Sunday

22

7:00 p.m. NA (FH)

15

7:00 p.m. NA (FH)

8

7:00 p.m. NA (FH)

1

Wednesday

28

7:00 p.m. Council
Meeting (FH)

Noon Leisure Lunch 7:00 p.m. NA (FH)

21

14

7

Tuesday

FR = Fireside Room

Presidents’ Day

FH = Fellowship Hall

27

20

13

6

9:00 a.m. Worship (CH)
10:15 Sunday School (Rm 3)
10:15 a.m. Coffee (FH)
12:30 Lighthouse (FH(Rm 3)
6:00 p.m. NA Group (FH)

9:00 a.m. Sunday Schedule:

Monday
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Newsletter
Articles Due

6:00 p.m. Lighthouse (Rm.3)
6:30 p.m. Boy Scouts (FH)

23

8:30 a.m. Senior Food (FH)
2:00 p.m. Finance Mtg.
6:00 p.m. Lighthouse (Rm.3)
6:30 p.m. Boy Scouts (FH)

16

10:00 a.m. Ruth Circle (FH)
10:00 a.m. DVLC Board (Rm. 3)
6:00 p.m. Lighthouse (Rm.3)
6:30 p.m. Boy Scouts (FH)

9

8:30 a.m. Senior Food (FH)
6:00 p.m. Lighthouse (Rm. 3)
6:30 p.m. Boy Scouts (FH)

2

Thursday

24

17

10

3

Friday

8:00 a.m. Men’s
Breakfast and
Bible Study. (FH)

25

9:00 a.m. Friends
Feeding Friends
( Kit)

18

2:00 p.m. Private
Event (FH)

11

4

Saturday

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church

2017 Executive Committee:
President: Greg Buchholz, Vice President: Sue Hertless, Secretary: John Mott,
Member-at-Large: Adam Castle

2017 Congregational Council:
Installation of our 2017 Council
Is Sunday, February 12, 2017 at our 9:00 a.m. Worship.

Ministry Staff:
Pastor: Rev. Jeremy Serrano - rev@gsconcord.com
Office Administrator: Laura Mott - lauramott@gsconcord.com
Organist: Christopher Hewitt - chrishewitt@gsconcord.com
Interim Choir Director: Emilie Patton
Contemporary Music Leader: Tom Deans Flegel - tdeans08@gmail.com
Sound/Technology: Jamie Rodemsky - jamier1263@gmail.com
Treasurer: Laura Mott - lauramott@gsconcord.com
Financial Secretary: Vicki Smiglewski

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
4000 Clayton Road
Concord, CA 94521

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church exists to reach out in Jesus name and gather in deep community, to
learn and grow into God's Kingdom, to serve our neighbor
and worship the creator.

