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September Newsletter 

Articles due August 25 

Revõs Reflections 
 

 

There are some adages that we learn as a children that are just untrue.   

 

As a kid, no matter how many times I repeated on the school ground, 

òsticks and stones may break my bones, but words can never hurt me,ó    

it didn't take away the pain.  Because being called names and learning that 

gossip and rumors are being spread are actually hurtful. 

 

What we say matters.  With our mouths we have the ability to build peo-

ple up or tear them down.  We have the power to bring their character 

life or murder it in the public square.  We should be aware that the way 

we speak about each other has the ability to poison relationships faster 

than anything else. 

 

Rumors and gossip are conversations in which two or more people are 

talking about someone who is not present about things that are intimate, 

not confirmed, or unkind.  All of which damage the other persons charac-

ter and the character of the ones engaged in that kind of conversation. 

James 3 likens the tongue to a bridle in a horseõs mouth and a rudder on a 

ship.  What James is getting at, is that the way in which we speak leads the 

course of our lives both individually and as a community. 

 
Throughout scripture we are cautioned on what we say to one another 

and weõre warned against speaking about each other negatively.   

 

There are three questions we can ask ourselves before we engage in any 

conversation, especially if itõs about another person, that will help: 

 

¶    Is it true? 

¶    Is it necessary? 

¶    Is it kind? 

 

If we answer no (or are unsure of the answer) to any of these questions, 

itõs best to stay quiet. But, itõs not just speaking falsely, unnecessarily, and 

unkindly that is sinfully missing the mark that Christ has set for us.  
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As Lutherans we readily confess that we are sinners and often do not do the right thing.  But, let us go and 

sin no more in this respect.  Let our conversations be seasoned with charity, love, kindness, always giving 

each other the benefit of the doubt. Let us extend to one another the grace and forgiveness that we 

ourselves receive from God. 

 

The proverbs remind us of all this. 

 

"A person of knowledge uses words with restraint, and a person of understanding is even-tempered. Even a 

fool is thought wise if he keeps silent, and discerning if she holds her tongue, without wood a fire goes out; 

without gossip a quarrel dies down." (Proverbs 17:27-28; 26:20) 

Peace,  

Rev. J. Serrano 

Communion Instruction  

 

   There will be a two-part Communion Instruction for anyone who desires instruction        

before receiving Communion in October. 

 

   Part One will be held on Sunday, October 11, during the Sunday School hour.   

   Part Two will be held on Sunday, October 18, also during the Sunday School hour.   

Sanctuary Cleaning ~ Announcing the Date!  

 

The sanctuary cleaning has been scheduled for August 24th and 25th from 9:00 a.m. 

to noon. The main focus will be cleaning and polishing the pews and altar railing, 

rinsing the silk plants and dusting and cleaning the music areas. The property com-

mittee will provide the cleaning products, but if you can bring your bucket and clean-

ing rags it would be helpful.  

Please let Kathy Price, Cindy Rogelstad, Else Welsh or Heidi Moss know if you can 

help. How about lunch in the courtyard to celebrate our sparkling sanctuary?  

 

Did You Know?  

You can find out the latest happenings at GSLC every Thursday by signing up for our weekly 

email blast.  Send an email to:  lauramott@gsconcord.com and Laura will sign you up.  You will 

also receive your copy of the GSLC newsletter in color on the first day of each month. 



  

 

 

I am writing this article in early July prior to my leaving for a trip to Europe, and after our first Stewardship 

meeting, a meeting with much enthusiasm and discussion. We think we have some great ideas and are 

looking forward to a fun, informative and exciting time. 

 

The Stewardship Committee members are Joe Carlson, Susan Metzger, Laura Mott, Rev. Serrano, Vicki 

Smiglewski and Herb Yonge. If you would like to join us, we would love to have you, many hands make light 

work, and additional ideas are welcome.  Our next meeting will be after service on Sunday, August 23rd.  

 

Our theme this year is òGROWING IN FAITH .ó The symbol for our Stewardship Campaign will be a 

living tree, a tree that will find its way onto our campus. We will be able to watch our tree grow with the 

time and talent we lend to nurturing it. Our time and talent in participating in the many opportunities we 

have available to us at Good Shepherd will help grow our tree.  Our dedication to such activities as: Senior 
Food Program, Quilting Group, Choir, Friends Feeding Friends, Bell Choir, the various committees, Council, 

Sunday School, etc. ð all these activities will help feed our tree with Godõs TLC.  

 

During the next few months, leading up to our financial campaign, which will be on October 11, 2015, we 

will be offering information along with opportunities as to some of our vibrant activities. You see, 

Stewardship is not only treasure, but also time and talent.  

 

We hope to have a members and friends of our congregation tell us about what their experience 

participating in one of our programs has meant to them. How does working with individuals to learn a 

second language affect you? How about helping on the third Saturday of the month in feeding the homeless at 

the shelter with other FFF folks?  

 

Many of us participate in ways that others do not see. I think of the Senior Food Program and Friends 

Feeding Friends, but also the Diablo Valley Literacy Council, small groups such as Ruth Circle, and Book Club 

and our youth who so faithfully serve as acolytes and crucifers, as well as our loyal altar guild members and 

the many worship assistants who serve to enhance our worship time each week.   

 

Watch for the tree, it will be in the Narthex between now and September. What activity(s) will you help 

with in nurturing the tree?  

 

Watch for more on Stewardship News in future Newsletters and our Good Shepherd email BLAST! 

 

Peace, Herb  

August 2015 

                      

A Message from our Council President  

Summer Dates to Remember 

 

August 23:  Blessing of the Backpacks 

 

September 13:  8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Worship Services  

         Sunday School begins for Adults & Children   
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Birthdays 
    

                      

Gary  

July 2015 - Council Meeting Notes  

 

                                                         

The meeting was called to order by president Herb Yonge at 7 pm, July 14. 

Members present: Herb Yonge, Emilie Patton, Pr. Jeremy Serrano, Donna 

Albrecht, Vicki Smiglewski, Laura Mott, Leone McCullough, Jon Moss, Nils 

Anderson, and Tony Rogelstad. 

Member absent: Greg Buchholz. 

Devotions were led by Pr. Jeremy. 

The Covenant was read by Laura Mott. 

Recognitions: Vicki recognized Dana Deniston and Linda Rodemsky for taking 

the stuffed animals received during Lent to the Concord Police Station. Laura 

recognized Ron Figueroa for all his help around the church campus. 

June Minutes: the Action Item in Juneõs minutes designating Herb as the 

person who would determine the on-site director for non-recurring events 

and non-member events was corrected to  say there needs to be an on-site 

director for non-recurring and non-member events. Laura noted that she 

arranges for the on-site administrators when she coordinates the facility use 

contract and it works well.   

Nils moved to accept the Minutes as corrected; Leone seconded. Msc. 

Pastor reported that nine members attended the workshop on poverty on 

Sunday, July 9. It is a continuing class and will be held after Sunday worship 

services through August 2. 

Pastor announced there will be pulpit supply on August 9.  On August 30,  

Rev. Carlton Monroe, Director for Evangelical Mission and Assistant to the 

Bishop will be preaching. 

Pastor moved that the next Council meeting be on August 18 because he will 

be on vacation on the usual Tuesday. Jon seconded the motion. Msc. 

Facility Request: Women of the ELCA Synodical Board requested the use of 

Fellowship Hall on August 1 from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Jon moved to accept 

the request; Tony seconded. Msc. 

  

           Council Notes continued on next page 
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* Adult Sunday School      

* Children õs Sunday  School    
    

      We are on vacation!  
Weõll be back September 13. 

Wedding 

Anniversaries 

 

Council Meeting Notes, continued from previous page. 
 

Council discussed the ELCA statement òHuman Sexuality: Gift and Trustó. 

Good Shepherd does not have any mention of this topic in its Constitution 

and By-Laws. After discussion, it was decided to have Pastor lead an            
informational meeting at the conclusion of Worship Services on August 30. 

 

Herb announced that the various committee chairs need to be aware of how 

their spending relates to their budget.  

 

Laura is updating the Church Directory, and there will be an opportunity to 

have new pictures taken by Joe Carlson during August. Current plans call for 

the directories to be distributed in late September.  

 

Nils moved that Good Shepherd implement the Amazon Smile program to 

benefit Friends Feeding Friends; Emilie seconded. Msc. This program allows 

representatives of charitable organizations to register to receive donations 

generated by their organizationõs Amazon Smile supporters. The donations 

are a small percentage of revenue Amazon Smile receives when a registered             

person makes an eligible purchase. Details on how to participate will be made 

available to congregational member soon.  

 

Herb announced that the garbage collection bill for Good Shepherd has                   

recently gone up dramatically. Under a new city contract with the haulers, 

Good Shepherd is being charged many, many times more than the newspaper 

bin generates. Therefore, the newspaper bin will be removed. Council thanks 

congregational members for their faithful donations over the years. 

 

Fellowship committee will be hosting an Ice Cream Social on August 2              

beginning at 3 pm in conjunction with a hymn-sing. 

 

Pastor announced he is considering a special program, òNight in Bethlehem,ó 

in December. This is an interactive Christmas program with ten informational 

stations in a community marketplace setting. 

 
Long Range Planning and Property Committee are recommending that Good 

Shepherd initiate an overall safety policy for the campus. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Donna Albrecht, Council Secretary 

Gary and Linda  

Mahloch 

August 5, 1962 

 

Glen and Candace 

Bradley 

August 6, 2004 

 

Michael and Angie  

Morgan 

August 6, 1994 

 

James and Kim  

Christiana 

August 14, 1982 

 

Mike and Donna 

Albrecht 

August 16, 1970 

 

Richard and Connie 

Batchelder 

August 16, 1969 

 

Jim and Jo 

Carson 

August 20, 1979 

 

Doug and Reyanne  

Freeman 

August 22, 1964 
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